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FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR, 
CALL TO THE MINISTRY. 

in Bunyan’s Grace Abounding tothe Chief of Sinners, he 
zives a pretty particular account of his call to the work of the 
ministry. ‘The progress be made from the exercise of his 
gifts in exhorting in private meetings of church members to 
his preaching in public, is stated at some length. ‘The only 
external call to which he refers, is the earnest, importunate 
desire of some, who insisted that bis gifts, his experience and 
knowledge in the things of God were well fitted to promote 
the spiritual good and edification of those who attended upon 
his ministry. And the professions which his hearers made 
from time to time of the benefit of his labours, coinciding with 
his own observation, led him to form the conclusion that as- 
suredly the Lord had called him to exercise his gifts in the 
way he did. ‘Tosustain, however, the conclusion he had form: 
ed, on the grounds stated, he directs his readers to several 
passages of scripture which he considered as apposite to the 
case. Among others, what he quotes from Paul’s first epistle 
to the Corinthions, chap. ix 1, 2, seems not a little, if not al- 
together, to justify his views. ‘Am I not an apostle? are 
ye not my work inthe Lord? If Iam not an apostle to oth: 
ers, yet doubtless | am to you; for the seal of mine apostle: 
ship are ye in the Lord.” The validity of Paul’s claim to the 
apostleship might no doubt be established on other grounds. 
But here he refers to the good effect of his ministry among 
the Corinthians, as sufficient proof. Andis not the argument 
which he adduces, independent of other considerations, appli- 
cable in similar circumstances, or sufficient to warrant those 
to conclude that they have a call from the Lord to the minis- 
‘ry, when he is pleased to bless their labours for the conver 
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sion of sinners. Ifthe judgment of Dr. Scott may be depend- 
ed on, in this question, there is no room for hesitation. “This,” 
says he, that is, the conversion of sinners, ‘‘should satisfy the 
conscientious in respect of their own call tothe work, and be 
deemed sufficient proof to others, especially to those conver- 
ted by them:” “the Lord hereby sets his seal to their com- 
mission.”’ 

Perhaps some one or other of your correspondents may con- 
sider the inference of the apostle as suggesting a not unimpor- 
tant subject of discussion, and may find leisure to occupy a 
page or two of the Monitor with their views of the bearing it 
has, not only in reference to the ministry of the gospel, but to 
other things. As, for instance, how far the labours and excr- 
tions of individuals or societies, especially in the cause of reli- 
gion, are to be justified on the ground of the good effect result- | 
ing fromthem. The question appcars to be involved in some { 
difficulty which a fair exposition of the apostle’s argument 
may servetoremove. ‘The query then submitted for conside- 
ration may be stated thus: Is it a sure and satisfying evidence, 
that any calling or exertion, especially of a religious character, 
which is instrumental in producing good and saviag eflects, 
and because it is so, isthe object of divine approbation ? 

Perhaps, to some, the discussion of the point proposed 
may appear of little consequence, as regards the question of a 
man’s call to the ministry; seeing it is imperiously necessary 
that, before resolving to devote himself to the sacred office 
he have had this matter for the subject of his most serious 
concern, and have come to some decision as to his duty in the 
case. ‘The propriety of such a course cannot be disputed.— 
Every one concerned must see the obligation he is under ot! 
giving the most earnest and devout attention to a cause of 
such importance, as acall to the gospel ministry, and being 
satisfied that he does not run unsent, but by the authority o 
the Great Lord of the vineyard for labouring therein. Bat a!- 
though the appeal, contained in the words of Paul recited a 
bove, can refer only to subsequent evidence of a call to the 
ministry, would it be consistent with due respect to the grea‘ 
apostle of the Gentiles, and to the spirit of God speaking bj 
him, to treat the query suggested by them, as one of the **fool- 
ish and unlearned questions,” which Timothy is directed to 
avoid’? Few, itis presumed, will think so. 
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FOR THE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 


VEXING THOUGHTS. S 


it is one of the wiles of satan to inject doubts into the mind- 
of the children of God, and unhappily for them, the bias oi 
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the old manis to give heed to them. Sometimes these 
doubts respect the affairs of this life, but more frequently the 
concerns of the soul, and often the very foundations of faith. 
But whatever they be respecting, they fail not to raise a 
tumult intneirminds. This interrupts their fellowship with 
God, unfits them for duty, and sometimes drives them almost 
todespair. ‘To all but believers it is unintelligible, and even 
to them it is surprising, how suddenly one of these wicked sug- 
gestions will cast down the soul from its highest enjoyments 
into the deepest distress. But a little ago, it said,—‘my 
mountain stands strong and I shall never be moved,” and now, 
‘deep calleih unto deep at the voice of thy water-spouts ; all 
thy waves and thy billows are gone over me.” Who would 
not pity the poor shipw- -recked marriner clinging for life to a 
broken part of the ship; but inconceivably more to be pitied 
is he whose soul is tossed up and down by some of these vex- 
ing thoughts. In hopes that God may give a word in season 
to some in these fearful disquietudes through this medium, | 
shall briefly state, first, some of these doubts which are like- 
ly to come in the way of the most of Christians; second, on 
what occasions they commonly arise ; third, how to get relief; 
and fourth, why God allows those whom he loves to fall into 
such fearful troubles. 

As to the first, these doubts respect something either in the 
providence or the word of God. Tor example,when they arises 
in a person’s mind ata distance from home. What if some ac- 
cident hath befallen my family and some of them be killed ! 
What if they be fallen sick? What if my house be broken 
open by some midnight assassin? What if it hath caught fire? 
This is a specimen of those doubts which create vexing tho’ts 
when the mind ts left to give way tothem. ‘The occasion on 
which they are most ready to occur, is when the mind should 
ve more especially trusting all such concerns unto the care 
and protection of Him who has never forsaken them that tru- 
ly seek him. For this seems to be a maxim with satan and 
the corrupt heart, at the time we are called in an especial 
manner to any duty, to tempt us to the opposite sin; for noth- 
ing will more effectually prevent its being perform ed. If 
Christians will be at pains to observe this, they will tind that 
something the very opposite of the duty in which they are ac- 
tually engaged, or are about to be so, hardly ever fails to rise 
up intheir way. But such vexing thoughts are not confined 
to the occasion of the particular duties which are their op- 
posites; they are capable of untitting the mind for every 
duty. Let them once get a hold of the attention and you 
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ual subjects, or hear. The lips may keep a moving but the 
heart and affections are in captivity to these vexing thoughts 
The Christian struggles and wrestles to get free from them 
and sets himself strenuously to think of other things, but still 
they return upon him, because the time has gone hy at which 
he should have rebuked the temptation. There wasa_ godly 
old woman that thought herself not far from the time of her 
death, who requested of a certain minister to hear a sermon 
on these words, ‘For he hath said I wit never leave thee nor 
forsake thee.” She came with great desire and expectation 
to hear, but she was not much more than seated till it came in 
her mind, What if have not put the candle rightly out? 
{f I have not it may kindle my house, and then my house 
will kindle all the rest. It is scarcely necessary to say that 
she lost the discourse, and could only say at intervals she 
heard the voice of the speaker. ‘The case was very different 
with another individual, a member of the seceding congrega- 
tion in Perth, Scotland, to whom one came tn the time of pub- 
lic worship, and whispered that a terrible accident had hap- 
pened in the town, and it was thought her children were kill- 
ed. ‘That cannot be,” said she, ‘“‘for | committed them to 
Giod before I came out.” And she continued to hear with 
composure till the service was ended, and came home and 
found all safe. ‘The way to obtain relief, when one is overtak- 
with such thoughts, is, first to look to the many promises 
which our gracious Lord hath made of safety and protection. 
Were the eye steadily fixed on some promise we should uot 
give attention to them at first, and it would then be out of the 
tempter’s power to vex us by them. Again, the person whe 
is vexed with them should consider with himself whether 
reckoning from God's past care over us, it be most likely that 
such an evil has been sent us or not. Most people would 
have to reason thus :—{f have gone out and come in these ma- 
ny years, and found that God had kept all in safety, therefore 
itis a hundred, perhaps a thousand to one, if such an evil be- 
fallme. Again, they ought to consider Low foolish it is to 
allow one’s self to be so troubled without avy evidence what- 
ever of its being the case, it is a mere possibility only. Fi- 
nally, we should endeavour to be surethat we are engaged in 
our present duty ; if then evil befall us, it cannot come on us 
in a better state of mind than when intent upon duty. We can 
then take this comfort, that it was not through our careless- 
ness. And if God has been pleased to send such an affliction, 
it is yet far less than he might have justly sent. Put the bet- 
ter way is to repel these suggestions on their first advance. 
And the best method of doing this, is that which the Lord 
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} imself took when satan came with his ifs, and what ifs? ‘To 
which we refer the reader. And when we go abroad we shall 
do well to take the 121st Psalm for our watch-word, and 
whoever asks admission into our thoughts, or hearts, and 
brings not this, we may be sure he belongs to the enemy's 
cam 
Rector vexing thought which frequently comes across the 
believer's mind is something like this: What if God hath cast 
me off? What if he pays no regard to me or my soul’s inte- 
rest? When the mind listens to such a suggestion as this, a 
tumult arises in it which exceeds the powers of language to 
describe. It says within itself, ‘‘if this be so, 1am undone 
forever, my religion is vain, Iam a hypocrite, it is no use 
for me to pray or praise for he will not hear: alas! deluded 
wretch that Lam, to build myselfin the belief that I was 
among his belov edchildren; Lama monster of iniquity, there- 
fore hath he cast me off and justly too.” The anguish it now 
feels is unutterable. The believer tries to recover himsel! 
and look again to God’s holy temple, and while he does so 
the storm somewhat abates. Bot the thought again returns, 
and presently all is darkness and tempest and his soul sinks 
within him, and thus between hoping and fearing he is driven 
to his wit’s end. He has looked now so often to the promise, 
and so often this dreadful thought has again assailed and 
over powered him, that now he thinks it must be true that he 
is cast off; therefore, the promise is not to him, and now his 
misery and vexation is ten-fold. Now the remembrance of 
days that are past only increase sorrow. ‘When I remember 
these things,” says the Psalmist, “I pour out my soul in me, 
for I had gone with the multitade, I went with them to the 
house of God.’ Ps. xxiv. 4. ‘*Mysoreranin the night and 
ceased not, my soul refused to be comforted, I remembered God 
and was troubled; {complained and my spirit was overwhel- 
med.” ‘l'o think of the time when we sat under his shadow, 
and his loving kindness was so abundant and so undeserved, 
and now we have provoked him by our base ingratitude to 
cast us off, is a thought insupportable. As his favour is bet- 
ter than life, so to be without it is worse than death. Once 
more he tries to lift up his eye to the promise in hope, and he 
says within himself, “Will the Lord cast off forever, and will 
he be favourable no more, is his mercy clean gone forever, 
doth his promise fail forever more; hath God forgotten to be 
gracious, hath hein anger shut up his tender mercies.” And 
at last this thought occurs to him; “this is my infirmity” that 
has occasioned me all this. Andsohegetsrelief. Ps. Ixxvii. 
2, 3,7, 8,9. The occasion on which this vexing thought 
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rises up, is Very often when we have fallen into some grievous 
besetting sin, which we have often committed, and often re- 
pented and resolved against it before, and are now under his 
chastening rod enduring some sore affliction on account of it. 
Nothing is more easy or frequently done by the flesh than to 
impute the visible tokens of his fatherly displeasure to judi- 
cial excision. But instead of casting off, this chastising is one 
of the greatest evidences of his new covenant love and faith- 
fulness. Yea, if it had been omitted, there would have been 
just so much wanting of that which be had pledged his oath in 
covenant togive. For “if they break my laws and go astray, 
[ will visit their iniquities with a rod and their sins with chas- 
tisement.” Therefore, at the time this vexing thought arises, 
there should in its stead, arise a stronger confidence in his love 
and favour. What gives great wieght to this vexing thought 
isa sense of guilt lying on the conscience. Our sins are set 
before our face and we cannot deny them. Our provocations 
are great and many and we know them; and if he has cast us 
off, we need nothing to convince us that it is a just judgment; 
and then justice and judgment are the habitations of his (brone, 
30 the troubled soul reason’s against itself. Another thing 
which gives it countenanse is when the tongue of reproach is 
let loose upon us at the same time, and then the very thing 
we are ourselves dreading most, is cast in our teeth, viz: 
‘Where is thy God now gone?” This even of itself would be 
enough to make some conclude that they were cast off, but 
he will not allow them to be tempted above what they are 
able to bear. Again. this thought arises when we are disap- 
pointed inour wishes and expectations. It may be we have 
been pleading a promise again and again, but it is not yet ful- 
filled, therefore, we rashly, and very wickedly conclude, or at 
least surmise, ‘‘ls his promise failed forever more?” When 
we have been making strong cries with tears and groans, and 
longing for the answer of prayer and it has not come. then we 
say in our haste, ‘‘we are cut off from before thine eyes,”’ “‘he 
hath shut out my prayer so that it cannot pass through.” We 
have been long wrestling for victory over sin, but it continues 
strong and powerful, and there is no more prospect than al 
the first of reducing it; on this account dispairing thoughte 
rise up. One day or other I shall fall totally and be cast off, 
because of these lusts of the flesh. To obtain relief, let this 
cast away first consider whether there is not yet sufficient ef- 
ficacy in the blood of the everlasting covenant to take away 
even his sins, aud to render him accepted before God. Of: 
this he cannot have a doubt at anytime, but the point now to 
be gained, is to have the mind fixed on this thought. Then 
¥ put at to him whether he has not still free access to this 
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blood? Is not God setting it before him in the word, and 
pressing him to accept of it in the gospel? Has he been for- 
bidden to come any more to the throne of grace? Hath God 
said to his prophet “‘pray not for this man for I will cast him 
out of my sight ?” the contrary is the case. How then can he 
say that he is cast off? I would next have such an one to 
inquire carefully what authority that vexing thought brought 
with it, or what evidence hath it of being the case. Has it 
any warrant inthe word? are you authorized by any thing in 
ihe infallible rule, to conclude that one in your case is cast off! 
that none of his people have ever been in the same case ? 
No, truly; such a thought has no evidence of truth upon its 
side. “It is yourinfrmity.” Yea more, it is your unbelief— 
your ingratitude—your rash impeachment of God. Only con- 
sider how wicked it is to give way to such a thought, at the 
very time God is making out the truth of his covenant to you, 
und likewise pressing Christ upon your acceptance in the 
gospel. As this thought is frequently the fruit of impatience, 
it will do much to relieve the mind, to consider its own defi- 
ciency in this respect, and to endeavour to wait for God and 
to hove hope in his word. In many a case, could the believer 
tully and practically allow God’s sovereignty in the ordering of 
his own lot, all the difficulty would vanish. ‘The mind of the 
Psalmist goi relief by reflecting on what God had done in 
‘imes past. ‘tl will remember the years of the right hand of 
the Most High, I wil! remember the works of the Lord.” 
And he discovered this in it, viz: the sovereignty of God. 
“Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and 
thy foot-steps are not known.” But how dark and mysteri- 
ous soever his way may be, here is the happy result : ‘“Thou 
leadest thy people like a flock” What cause then have any 
of his sheep to be so dreadfully alarmed. 

Another vexing thought which greatly disquiets the soul 
is that of Atheism. It calls in doubt the very foundation. 
What ifthe Bible be only the device of men? What if after 
all T have thought that I experienced in religion, it be onlya 
delusion? What if there be nothing after death? What if 
there be no God? That such horrible suggestions do arise 
in christian minds, and receive attention, the experience of 
fi0d’s people generally, will attest; and the thoughts expres- 
sed in the 73d Psalm do confirm. It is indeeda glsring in- 
consistency for God’s children to listen to them a moment, but 
their history ts made up of inconsistencies. See Romans, chap. 
vii. 15,25. Whoever listens to this thought, will find it has 
many thingsto advance for its support. It will say, are not 
the Mahometans as earnest and sincere in believing their Ko- 
“an? Have not Pagans done as many and great things to 
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prove their sincerity and zeal in their religion, as Christians 
do? You know not what death is by experience, and it may 
be when you come to experience it, that it will be an eternal 
sleep. When the attention is caught by these blasphemies, 
the mind becomes a prey tothe most dismal apprehensions, 
and it gets into inextricable difficulties. If the person at- 
tempts to pray or perform any religious duties, these thoughts 
will presently argue,—“‘If there is nothing in religion, it is both 
useless and absurd for you to do these things; it he thinks of 
letting them alone, then conscience rises up and loudly accu- 
ses him of great sin; and this he is fully convinced of. And 
what to do he knows not, he is afraid of delusion on the one 
hand, and guilt and condemnation are ready to fall upon him 
on the other. And to sit still is impossible. In the mean 
time it occurs, if religion and the Bible be true, then thinks 
he I have already committed so great a sin in allowing such 
thoughts to have a place in my mind, that I know not whether 
it can be pardoned, and perhaps the door of mercy is now shut 
against me forever. Oh whata dreadful thought; Oh what 
is to be the end of this my immortal spirit’ If death be what 
the Bible describes, while I pass away my time of grace in 
thinking there is to be nothing after, then how complete and 
irrevocable my destination. Now he attempts to cry for mer- 
cy in his trouble; but this vexing thought now whispers in his 
ear, ‘if there be such a thing as mercy ;” and here again he 
stops and is ied away captive by it. Now he thinks I can be 
no Christian, for if 1 were I would never have allowed such 
thoughts to enter my mind, none of God’s people were ever 
left to such dreadful blasphemies as I have been. I have 
been only a vile bypocrite, and now [ am discovered to myself. 
{am an Atheist, there is not a being in existence so wicked 
as Lam, and if there be a hell, how justly will that be my 
doom. Reader, this is no fancy, it is bet a very small part, of 
what, as a whole, is tar beyond words to express; but what 
many of God’s people know by experience. 

The occasions of this vexing thought are various. Fre- 
quently it is the offspring of spiritual deadness and hardness of 
heart. When there is scarcely any sense of spiritual things, 
or any relish for them. When we have become formal and 
lifeless in duties. When sin feels so light as to be hardly any 
burden. When the objects of sense andthe affairs of this life 
have become so interesting as to be almost our principle de- 
light. When death and eternity are very seldom in our 
thoughts, and not even then well entertained. When the Bi- 
ble has become a dead letter, a sealed book; and the public 
ordinances wells without water. Then are we ina favoura- 
ble situation for the old serpent to fasten bis fangs, and insert 




















153 


‘his poison into the soul. These vexing blasphemous thoughts 
often occur immediately after the clearest evidence has been 
given of the traths called in question. It was just after all 
the demonstratious he had given of his presence in the midst 
of Israel, by bis wonders in Egypt and at the Red Sea, that 
they said, “Is the Lord among us or not?” Ex. xvu. 7. It 
was after our blessed Lord had received the fullest testimony 
to his character, that satan tried to raise a douvt upon it; “Tf 
thou be the Son of God command that these stones be made 
bread.” Aud it would seem as though this 7f bad got place 
in the minds of his disciples immediately after being with him 
on the mount of ranstiguration, where they had a strong evi- 
dence of tis bemg the Christ, ‘And they asked him saying, 
why say the scribes that Elias must first come?” Mark, ix. 11. 
Hast thou, believer, been taken up, at some communion or 
some ordinance, to the mount, and hast seen the King in his 
beauty aod b-held the land that is afar off? Is thy soul ra- 
vished with delight so that thou art thinking thyself on the 
very contines of heaven? Prepare thyself against this dread- 
ful messe ger of satan. Be especially on the watch at sacra- 
mental times, and at all times when the trath of religionand 
the gractons presence of God may be in some eminent degree 
made evident to your entire satisfaction and sweet experience. 
The policy of the serpent in selecting these occasions is mani- 
fest: fora he can make a doubt find admission after so much 
evidence, and experience too, itis not to be expected that the 
same amount of them will be able again toexpel it. Nor ts it 
generally cilected by that means; but God wi his own sovee 
reign time and way, breaks asunder the snare and lets the soul 
escape. [i aise artses on such occasions as that mentioned in 
the 73d Vsaim. In order to get relief | would advise to con- 
tinue iostantin praver, iit should be with sighs aod groans. 
Although you -Lould often be tempted to think ttof no use, 
yet give not over. Though it should be suggested that you 
are an hypecere, an atheist, an ont-cast, vet persevere. — 
Make it a seitted point not te give over crying unto God while 
you are able te ery The Psa! mist, like you, Was tempted 
to think preying was no more any use, when he said in his 
haste “*that he wos eut offs Yet he found at length that he 


was mos! happily mistaken; and he adds; ’ Nevertheless 
thou heardest the voice of my suplications, when I cried unto 
thee.” P. xan ¢. Farther, the person who is in this vex- 


ation would do weil to pause and enquire on what grounds 
these ath istical whut ifs were admitted? Has he brought 
religion fully to the test and found it hollow? Has he found 
that God’s promise is false? Have they any ground whatso- 
ever? Noteven the shadow ofit. They are nothing but 
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the bold and impudent suggestions of the father of lies. As 
to the person concluding he is a hypocrite, 1 would suggest 
this simple rule, by which he may know whether he is or not. 
A hypocrite can wish that there were no God, nothing in reli- 
gion; but a true believer only fears and dreads that it may 
be so. For it he had any hope, it stood in the truth of this, 
and if this should fail his all is lost. But chiefly look to the 
blood of the covenant for help. For whatsoever be the depths 
of trouble into which we have fallen, faith in this is the easi- 
est and surest way to rise again. This we are dearly taught 
in the 130th Psalm. 

Another vexing thought which sometimes comes in the be- 
liever’s way, is, What it he has committed the sin against the 
Holy Ghost? He reasoas within himself thus: I have com- 
mitted many sins which I know to be sins, anc I know that J 
was not forced to them, therefore [I sinned wilfully. I have 
refused to comply with the invitations of the gospel while my 
conscience witnessed with it that it was my duty to do so, and 
that my own mercies were in it. Is not this “ sinning wilfully 
after receiving the knowledge of the truth ;” after which there 
ig no more sacrifice for sin? What can such conduct be but 
trampling under foot the Son of God, and counting the blood 
ofthe covenant wherewith he was sanctified an unholy thing ? 
Then this thought like a monster sent from the pit, seizes up- 
on the soul as if to drag it thither. No forgiveness! No for- 
giveness either in this world or the world to come! To de- 
scribe what it feels under this awful thought, is beyond the 
power of mortals. I knew of a man on whose mind it had sei- 
zed. He quit all business; he could with the greatest diffi- 
culty be made to eat so much as preserved lite. His flesh 
dried up on his bones and withered away. He was scarcely 
ever known to close his eyes in sleep; nor could he find rest 
in any place, but moaned continually with these words: “No 
mercy ; no forgiveness for me.” When I was in the neighbor- 
hood of his place, he had been nine years in that dolefal situa- 
tion! To them who know not a ‘wounded spirit,” nor have 
ever felt the ‘‘arrows of the Almighty within them, the poi: 
son whereof drinketh up the spirit; nor the terrors of God set 
in array against them,” this may scarcely be credible; but to 
the poor man this was no fancy. All the length he had got, at 
the time alluded to, was to think, “If there can be any mercy 
for me, it must come from his word.” And, with the Bible 
open before him, he sat from morning to night, but durst not 
as yet, take hold of any particular promise. Happy are thoso 
Christians into whose cup this wormwood and gall is not pour- 
ed. Let them ascribe it to the sovereignty of a gracious and 
merciful Father, who giveth to every one severally as he will- 
eth, and be thankful. 
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As to the occasion on which this awful thought arises, it is 
not easy to bring them under any several head. But it would 
seem always to presuppose a strong sense of guilt upon the 
mind ; although it does not always arise when that is the case. 
{t may arise, when for ought that others can observe, the per- 
son has done nothing more than others, or than himself at 
other times. It may sometimes be an attendant on conver- 
sion, especially ifthe person is well informed in the doctrines 
of truth. But when a professor of religion falls into some sin 
into which it may be he has often fallen, and often repented, 
--a sin of which he has had very clear views of its evil na- 
ture and tendencies, especially if conscience strongly remon- 
strated at the time of commission ; and still more if christian 
friends and ministers dissuaded from it. It is to be feared that 
this dreadful thought may arise. It is an awfully dangerous 
thing to sin in the face of knowledge and conscience. ‘The 
way of relief is much easier described than embraced. Ordi- 
narily this thought creates so great mental agony as to unfit 
for attending to every thing that can be advanced. Some- 
times it would seem to bring with it the subtlety of satan in 
reasoning the wrong way. It assumes some false principle, 
such as that there is no forgiveness for us, and then reasons 
(rom it with an acuteness that is surprising. But there is al- 
ways something assumed for which there is no proof, and that 
one thing lies at the bottom of all the distress. Could the 
} erson but reason calmly in his own case, he might detect the 
snare in this manner:—That God is declaring to me among 
others, that ¢here is pardon and forgiveness with him, and that 
[, as well as all who hear, am authorised to lay claim to it, is 
certain. But upon the supposition that my apprehensions are 
well founded, there is no forgiveness for me, and [ am not au- 
thorized to claim the offer of the gospel. Here is a flat con- 
tradiction. It is impossible that God should contradict him- 
scli,—impossible that the Holy Spirit should suggest to my 
mind any thing contradicting what he suggested to me in the 
word; therefore this suggestion that there is no forgiveness 
for me, cometh either from hell or my own wicked heart, or 
both. This suggestion cannot be of God, for it leads me to 
disregard the dispensations of his providence, and to disbe- 
lieve the gospel. His providence has brought me a Bible, and 
given me opportunity of hearing the gospel; but it says, all 
this is nothing to me. His gospel says repentance and for- 
giveness of sins is preached and offered to me; but it says it 
is false—there is no forgiveness for me. 

Moreover, it does not seem to be compatible with that 
state of mind and heart requisite to commit the unpardonable 
sin that one shouldbe afraid that he has done it. For to be 
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afraid of this, argues an unwillingness to give up with all inte. 
rest in the blood of the covenant, and to have no concern with 
the Son of God. As to the sins with which conscience char- 
ges us, [ would remark that it is one thing to do that which 
constructively throws contempt on the Holy Spirit, and anoth- 
er to do that same thing because it is contempt for Him. One 
thing to sin in the light and to do what is against it, but anoth- 
er to commit that sin because it is against the light, and rejec- 
tion of it. The latter only is the unpardonable sin; and the 
person who commits it wishes no pardon, nor tu have any 
thing to do with Christ, nor his Holy Spirit. [ shall say only 
this to persons in this sore distress, and to all others :—Be- 
lieve nothing within you which in any thing contradicts the 
word of God without you; for it is a surer guide than even a 
voice from heaven, )2. Peter, i. 19;) therefure much more 
so than any suggestion within our own dark confused minds, 

I shall add only one more vexing thought at present, and 
that only briefly, viz: the fear of death. This brings some into 
bondage all their life time. Some fear a painful death, others 
asudden one. Others are afraid lest they have to die of that 
particular complaint or disease which they most dread; but 
these are small matters compared with death itself, simply 
considered. Oh what if I should find it a foe! What if it dis- 
cover to me for the first time, that I have been building on a 
false foundation! What if raging despair then fall upon me! 
What if I be left in my anguish to blaspheme God and all that 
is holy! O what if satan should be the first object my depar- 
ted spirit shall see in the other world; and if atter all that | 
have professed and felt, in the church, in the family and alone, 
I be compelled to go with him! My soul recoils with horror 
at the thought. This is hardly confined to any particular oc- 
casion, but returns at intervals, sometimes through life, and 
greatly disquiets the soul; robs it of many a comfort, and 
greatly diminishes the sweetness of what it leaves behind, 

Now all this fear of death comes from viewing tt through a 
wrong medium, that is, not through the death of Christ. Ii 
we look at it through the best exercise of duty we are capa- 
ble of performing, it must appear terrible ; much more if we 
look at it through our worst things, our unbelief and our lies. 
But look at it through our Lord Jesus Christ, and it appears a 
fallen enemy without a sting or any power to hurt. Yea, as 
a messenger of peace, it comes to the dying saiot with these 
words :—‘*Sorrow and sighing shall flee away, songs and ever- 
lasting joy shall be on thy head; the days of thy mourning 
are ended.” 

It was part of my promise to state some things as to the de- 
sign of a gracious and merciful Father in allowing his childrer 
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to fall into troubles so deep and overwhelming. Without || 
lustration, I state; first, it is intended for correction; second, 
it is to cause them to understand how evil and bitter a thing 
sinis; third, it is to cause them not only to see, but to feel 
that salvation is wholly and absolutely of free grace ; for it is 
of Almighty power and tender mercy. Nothing less could 
ever lift them out of these overwhelming depths ; ; fourth, it is 
to illustrate his sovereignty; fifth, it is to afford an occasion 
also for a display, to them, and in them, of the greatness of his 
tender mercy ; sixth, it is to cause them to long for complete 
deliverance from sin, and for the enjoyment of heaven,—for 
that happy hour when God shall wipe away all tears from thei 
eyes. Linally, Christian, beware of those what ifs that arise 
suddenly and without apy apparent reason. 


iE 


FOR TUE RELIGIOUS MONITOR. 


BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


With very much satisfaction I read Ego’s remarks on 'T'ry 
ing Providences, except those in the April and May Nos., in 
which ke enquires, whether Bible Societies, as they are now 
constituted, are the church or not. To his inquiry, I beg leave 
through the medium of the Monitor, to state some objections. 

1. 1 object to his inquiry in whole, as having nothing to de 
with his subject, of ‘Trying Providences. Had he stopped 
previous to any such inquiry, he had not only avoided grounds 
of future animadversion, but been entitled to high commenda 
tion, for an admirable illustration of a most important practical 
subject in divinity: nor would I say what he bas done, that is 
objectionable, should detract from the merit of what is com- 
mendable. 

2. Icannot but wonder at the inquiry itself, ‘ Whethe: 
Bible Societies, as they are presently constituted, are the 
church, or not.” I never apprehended, that they ever were 
by any, either thought, or said to be so. Unless this senti 
ment has been maintained, it was certainly entirely idle ¢ 
combat the subject; and though it had been advocated, it 
seems too unimportant to claim either the attention of Ego's 
talents, or the refutation of it a place inthe Religious Monitor 

3. My chief objection is against the injurious tendency oj 
the remarks If Bible Societies be in any respect useful, Ego's 
remarks must have an injurious tendency, in respect of support 
Neither Ego, nor any writer that I have seen, except those o! 
Romish character, have said that they are injurious. In a 
paper of very infidel tendency, called the Telescope, Bible 
Societies, Tract Societies, Sabbath Reform Societies, &c. 
have agg eas against, with much sarcasm and abusive 
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raillery; but I never expected tosce, a writer of Ego’s talents, 
and religious sentiments, engaged in hostility to Bible Socic. 
lies. Ego cannot certainly refuse, that he bas the weight oi 
much valuable opinion against him. Many worthy characters 
have preached and prayed, have collected and contributed 
largely in behalf of Bible Societies. Isnot that a grand reso. 
lution made at the last annual meeting of the American Bible 
Society, that they will endeavour, in two years, to put ever) 
family in the United States, in possession of the Bible. In- 
stead of discouraging, every laudible effort should be made, 
to further such a noble design. 

It is objected, ‘their terms of membership, are nc! 
taken from scripture, or officers appointed in scripture.’’- 
These objections are utterly irrelevant. ‘They are mere), 
civil societies, or if you will, charitable, associated for benevo- 
lent purposes, having nothing to do with ecclesiastical matters 
therefore, nothing to do with scripture terms or qualifications, 
more than any other civil or charitable institution. 

It appears to me extremely inconclusive reasoning, that 
because God revealed his will of old, to holy men of God 
therefore, the church is the only legitimate medium, through: 
which the scriptures should be distributed in the world. ‘The 
money of an Infidel, is as good as the money ofa Christian to 
buy Bibles. ‘The collections of money, for that purpose, is 
the chief object of Bible Socicties. 

Nor is it of vital importance, whether such meetings be 
begun and ended by prayers. If no objections, it is proper 
it is decent and orderly. But should some unprincipled char- 
acters object, the omission is po objection against the institu 
tion. The genuine Christian in his closet and otherwise, wil! 
always consider it his duty to pray, that the Lord may ae- 
company his word, whether read or preached, with his eflica 
cious grace, 


he want of an explanation accompanying the Bible, 


is no doubt a serious loss; a good commentator, or orthodox 


preacher, would be a desirable accompanyment. But the 
general principle of distribution, without note or comment, 1s 


all that can be expected from the mixed multitude engaged 
inthe great work. Were the plan to be altered, and one de 
nomination to engage in such an undertaking, this evil might 


he remedied, but it would be attended with a greater ; the 


distribution in this case must be extremely limited. The Bi 
ble itself, without commentator, is better than to have neither. 
But the inconvenience is considerably remedied by the exer- 
tions of Missionary Societies. 

The expression, ‘* They have no authority from scrip 


ture,” is perbaps saying too much. The scriptures require 
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us to honour the Lord with our substance. The scriptures re. 
quire us to do all tor the glory of God. Than the object in 
view, I know nothing that has a more direct tendency to this. 
Nor is there any reasonable ground of doubt, that many in this 
great work, both ministers and people are actuated by these 
highest of all considerations. If we are to pray that Christ’s 
kingdom may come, that Satan’s kingdom may be destroyed; 
that the kingdoms of this world may speedily become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of his Christ, that the knowledge of the 
l.ord may cover the earth, as the waters do the channel of the 
deep; if we may warrantably pray for these great and desira- 
ble events, then surely it is becoming that we do something in 
| pecuniary way for their accomplishment, unless we content 
vurselves with saying, be instructed in the will ef God, but 
withhold the means of instruction; like some of old, who said 
to the hungry and naked, be clothed, be filled ; but gave them 
pot those things that are needful to the body. Some in the 
days of the prophet said, ‘‘ The time is not come that the 
{.ord’s house should be built.” So the conduct of some would 
now say, the time is not come, that the heathen should be 
converted: or at least, that is an event with which we have 
little or nothing todo. Ifthe thing in question be doubtful 
for want of scripture authority; I think it may as well be said, 
ministers have no authcrity from scripture to publish their 
sermons, or any other book, however good and useful; for 
there is no more precept for the one than the other. So if 
Ego looks for express scripture for every undertaking, he will 
perhaps find his own strictures on ‘Trying Providences, how- 
ever good, as ‘lestitute of support as Bible Societies. But one 
scripture, with those already given, will support him, and sup- 
port other valuable writers; and support Bible Societies too, 
‘* Let all things be done to the use of edifying.” A good in- 
stitution may not possess all the good, nor all the success, 
‘hat could be wished ; hut it would not be fair to say on these 
accounts, it is bad, should be opposed, or discontinued. 

9, I contess | am truly sorry to find a Magazine so wor- 
thy of esteem as the Religious Monitor, contain such a senti- 
ment as this, Bible Societies are ‘ one of the public snares ot 
the times.” At this I feel much surprise, but shall make no 
comment. The tollowing sentence is to me almost equally 
surprising, as | am unable to see any connexion it has with 
Bible Societies; ‘Attachment to Reformation principles is 
presently considered as a cruel bigotry, and the weapons ot 
that warfare thrown aside, and it is led away a willing captive 
to enthusiasm.” I believe Reformation principles were its 
much esteemed bigotry before Bible Societies existed, as they 
have ever been since. Genuine religion has ever been, and 
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‘ver will be so treated by an ungodly world. But it is no 
worse on that account; nor are Reformation principles the 
worse for being depreciated. But I can see nothing in Bible 
Societies to lead to any such depreciation. Many of the warm- 
est friends of Bible Societies, are no less friendly to Reforma- 
‘ion principles; nor has zeal for the one had any tendency to 
destroy it for the other. I say so with regard to myself, and 
with regard to others of my intimate acquaintances. And 1 
have charity to believe that the sentiment is more the creature 
of Ego’s own imagination, than the effect of attentive obser- 
vation. Ithink it isa duty, which he owes the cliristian pub 
lic, to publish a retraction of what he has expressed; at least 
it would not be too much to acknowledge an over sight ; and 
‘ecome with me, a friend of Bible Societies. 





Selections. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
Between the Associate Synod of North America and the Sy- 
nod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. 
{(Concluded from page '134.) 
\n Extract from the Minutes of the Synod of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church. 





‘The committee appointed to confer with the committee ot 
the Associate Synod of North America, presented a draught 
of a letter to be sent to said Associate Synod, in answer to a 
communication made by them to this Synod, which was adopt- 
ed, and the committee were directed to transmit said letter 
'o the committee of the Associate Synod, appointed to mect 
and confer with the committee of this Synod. ‘The letter is 
1s. follows : 

T’o the Associate Synod of North America. 

Dear BRETHREN,—We have with pleasure received your 
official communication of June, 1828, in which a christian spir- 
it seems to breathe. We trust that in our communications 
with you, the same spirit will prevail. 

Let it not be considered as a spirit of bitterness, should we 
charge upon some of your avowed principles, consequences 
which to us may appear legitimate, while yet, to you, they 
may not appear as necessarily flowing from such principles.— 
We certainly shall not affirm, that you admit the consequen- 
ces which you disavow, while we mag be justly allowed, to 
offer reasons why we may think you inconsistent if you do not 
idmit them 
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You complain that the Reformed Presbyterian church, 
* have imputed to you tenets without so much as quoting your 
words, which are supposed to express them.” And you re- 
fuse that any thing should be considered as your words, ex- 
cept the words of your judicial deeds, &c., excluding “the 
words that may be found in the controversial writings of indi- 
viduals.” You also complain of the language of our state- 
ments of the tenets held by ourselves and by you, &c. 

As to quoting your words, it was never proposed. We 
were Writing # historical sketch of your sentiments according 
io our views and understanding of them. We, however, do 
not feel ourselves obliged to be contined by such publications, 
as you have designated judicial deeds, inasmach as you your- 
selves have given the sanction of the Synod to other writers, 
besides these to whom you propose to confine us. 

Besides as we have not, in our speaking of the sentiments 
of the Secession, distinguished between the Burghers and the 
Antiburghers, seemg each claims to be the Secession, we are 
at full liberty to avail ourselves of the publications of both par- 
fies. 

We shall now state some of the reasons why we ascribe to 
Seceders, the sentiments of which you complain. 

In Disp. of Sec. Test. vol. 1. page 294, in answer to the 
question, what sort of kings are the people of God thus com- 
manded to fear? we tind the following declaration. ‘It is 
certain that they are commanded to fear only such as are ac- 
knowelged by the kingdom they are in; while none else are 
kings with respectto them. In the next place it Is as certain 

—that they are commanded to fear any whom that kingdom 
acknowledges as kings and while they do so.” And in page 
296, in illustrating the text Prov. xxiv. 21, they say, “In a 
word this text doth plainly teach, that the Lord’s people, par- 
ticnlarly, ought to tear all kings who are acknowledged as 
such by the kindom they belong to; as there is no exception 
made here or elsewhere in scripture.” And in the same page, 
“For as there never were, nor could be any kings acknowledg- 
ed as such by a kingdom—but who administered some justice; 
so all the duty of porticular subjects, under the worst of their 
kings is sufficiently comprehended in this command; as it 
hinds them to acknowledge and submit unto their authority, 
in any lawful exercise of it. while the kingdom sustains their 
eovernment.” ‘ 

They do admit of tesiifying against corruptions, &c., yet 
as to the fact they say, pages 303, 304,-—“Thus, that our 
Lord enjoined sujection by individuals unto Cesar, &c., yea, 
to doing so, he proceeds upon no other or better qualification 
in Cesar, than that he was actually and allowedly in power 
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over the Jewish nation.” And to the same purpose in Review 
of the Antigovernment scheme, pages 34, 35, ‘“The Associate 
Presbytery, have nothing to say in defence of that magistracy, 
which is merely providential; though not a little they have to 
advance in proof, that the office of every magistrate whom a 
people have chosen, and whom they acknowledge to be in- 
vested with civil authority over them, is founded on the pre- 
ceptive will of God. and is agreeable to his law, in its rise and 
origin.” And further, in Disp. vol. 1. page 310, we are told 
that “wherever they (viz. the people) voluntarily constitute 
or consent unto any form of civil government, under the rule 
of any particular persons—whatever sin be in the circumstan- 
ces of this their deed, with respect to the government or go- 
vernors which they constitute or consent unto; yet the deed 
itself, or the substance of the deed, is always in consequence 
of, and agreeable to God's law: wherefore, their governors, 
as such and in the substance of the matter, are ordained of 
(rod according to that law. ’’Also, page 319, “All those who 
are the ordinance of man, or who have a constitution by the 
consent of civil society, are to be submitted unto for ihe Lord’: 
sake, or as having an institution from him.” And further. 
page 320, ‘‘He orders them to yield suck submission, without 
further question, to every ordinance of man; every person in 
civil office, by the will of society.” And in the same page 
they say, ‘‘What the Apostle bere said unto the Christians of 
his day, doth equally agree unto the case of all; with respect 
'o whatever magistrates are sustained by the civil body where 
of they are members.”’ 
In Disp. vol. 1. page 332, they say, “Though magistrates 
may differ vastly as to their qualifications, &c., yet the pre- 
cepts already explained, are arule of duty, equally toward any 
who are, and while they are acknowle -dged as magistrates, by 
civil society. Nothing need be added for the clearing of this 
but an overthrow ofa “distinction that has been made of those 
who are acknowledged as magistrates by civil society, into 
such as are so by the preceptive will of God, and such as are 
so by his providential will only. Now as, by this distinction, 
these magistrates are considered with respect to the origin 


of that office, which they actually bear; so a distincticn of 


them, inthis respect, into preceptive and providential—-is 
al together groundless and absurd. It will not be refused, 
that all such preceptive magistrates are also providential ; 
seeing it is the hand of providence that brings every thing 
to pass: but moreover, all providential magistrates are also 
preceptive, and that equally in the above respect.” From 
this, it might be expected, that those who have been called 
tyrants, and those who have been considered moral powers, 
should be classed together, and made equally the ordinance 
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of God; for they are alike providential, and at least in this 
case, to make a difference between preceptive and providen- 
tial is stated tobe ‘altogether groundless and absurd.” And 
by examining a little the principles of Seceders, we will not 
be disappointed in this result. The sacred records and pro- 
fane history agree in respecting Pharaoh, Nebuchadnezzar, 
and Nero Cesar, asthe worst of tyrants, and the wretched 
condition of the Israelites under their thraldom, as the most 
abject slavery, and ignominious bondage. High at the head 
of the catalogue of tyrants stands Nero Cesar,proudly eminent, 
| monster of crue'ty as yet unrivalled. Yet, in full consisten- 
ey with the assumed principle (happily assumed in this case 
alone,) that there is no difference between providential and 
preceptive, even the unequalled tyrrany of Nero, becomes the 
ordinance of God. and his government is, according to the 
preceptive wil of the Most High! Dear brethren, we do not 
helieve for a moment, that you are the avowed advocates of 
avery, and passive obedience. You have disavowed the 
doctrines and protested against them. Butto us it appears 
vident that you have done so, in opposition to the sentiments 
natively expressed in the principles you have laid down, some 
of which we have quoted already, and in addition would ob- 
erve, that the fear, subjection, obedience, &c. claimed by 
you, as due to the worst of tyrants, are the very same, accor- 
ding to your own explanations, which are due to the most in- 
disputable moral rulers. We refer you to Disp. vol. 1. page 
'93, where explaining Prov. xxiv. 21, fear thou the Lord 
and the king, you say, ‘This fear cannot be of a slavish sort, 
because it is commanded; and that as subordinate unto the 
‘ear of the Lord.”’ Now if we ask, as you have done, page 
'04, “What sort of kings are the people of God thus com- 
manded to fear!” ‘The answer is furmshed in the same place, 
“only such as are acknowledged by the kingdom they are in,’ 
nd these are further declored to be, ‘‘any whom that king- 
'om acknowledges as kings, and while they do so.’ This is 
vet more plainly urged in pages 305, 306. “The duty here 

mmanded (in Rem. xiii. 1—) comprehends the whole of 
what men can owe even unto any civil superiors as such—and 
that not only for wreath but also for conscience sake, or, not 
aly from the consideration of danger, but also of duty. This 
is the utmost civil subjection that can be due to any. And 
il this is here enjoined upon every soul; particularly upon 
di the Christians then living in Rome. The objects of this 
duty are called higher powers—magistrates in the concrete, 
and particularly the magistrates then existing in the Roman 
empire.” Page 308, “And now, that the Spirit of God by 
Paul, did here enjoin civil subjection in its full latitude and 
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in all its parts, upon the Christians then in Rome, toward rulers 
then in the Roman empire, is so certain and manifest, that it 
must be astonishing if any doubts were entertained anent it.” 
Page 309, “Now this says not, that men who are of a superi- 
or place in civil society by bare possession or mere force, are, 
as such, ord«:ined of God ; for these are not powers ina moral 
sense, and th: text speaks only of all that are so.” 

The conclusion then ts irresistible, that these bloody tyrants, 
than whom the page of history was never stained with fouler, 
were the ordinance of God. And if so, then we may indeed 
say with you, “Render unto Cesar whatsoever is incumbent 
upon subjecis, and particularly tribute; as unto all this, he 
has alawfal right.” Disp. vol. 1. page 3503, 

It might huwever be expected, that to this, at least seem- 
ing contradiction, Christians would demur, especially as in the 
character of the bloody Cesar, and his ruffian ministers, they 
would look in vain for the reasons on which the subjection, 
honour, an’ obedience required, were tounded—For rulers 
are not a terror to good works but to the evil—Vo that which 
is good, and thou shalt have praise of the same. For he is 
the minister of God, unto thee for good. He beareth not the 
sword in vain. For he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrth upon him that doeth evil. For, for this cause 
pay you tribute also, for they are God’s ministers, attending 
continually upon this very thing. Finding that none of these 
reasons were to be found in ( esar and his government, but 
on the contrary, that he was a terror to good works and not to 
evil, that instead of being the minister of God for good, he 
was the minister of the devil for evil, bearing the sword in 
vain, by executing his own wrath in murdering the Christians, 
with the most shocking atrocity and brutality; Christians, we 
say, might be rexsonably expected to demur in believing the 
apparent contradiction. Ot this brethren, you yourselves ap- 
pear to have been aware, and endeavour to obviate the diffi- 
culty, Disp. vol. 1. page 309, when you say, “If, therefore, 
there should seem any insuperable difficulty, in applying unte 
such magistrates the characters here given of the higher pow- 
ers; nothing remaims unto one, w tng would deal reverently 
with the oracles of God—bnt to believe the certain evidence 
that these indeed are the persons meant, and to rest in an 
humble confes-io: of ignorance as to how they come to be so 
spoken of.” While this reasoning does not convince us, for 
still the apparent contradiction remains, we nevertheless give 
the utmost credit to the integrity and purity of the motives, 
which suggested this conscientious way of settling what we 
must still consider an insuperable difficulty and what some 
might think not creditable to the word of God 
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it is evident, we think, from the quotations already made, 
‘hat the first three articles of complaint ugainst the Synod ot 
the Reformed Presbyterian church are groundless ; as all that 
we asserted in our Testimony, appears to be fully substantiat- 
ed by these quotations. 

lor such conclusions as the following would appear to us 
naturally and necessarily to flow from them— 

1. That nations favoured with the light of divine revelation, 
are not under a positive and indispensible obligation to form 
their civil government by it as the supreme standard. And 
further should these nations act in direct opposition thereto, 
still their deeds are to be viewed as valid. 

2. That if the sanction of the consent of the majority be ob- 
tained, that will legitimate their government, and the sub- 
stance of their deed must be considered as agreeable to the 
preceptive will of God, let the conditions otherwise be as sin- 
‘ul as they may. 

3. That there is no such thing as tyrrany in any govern- 
ment on earth.—If the government exists, it is by the provi- 
dence of God, and therefore his ordinance. Every providen- 
‘ial government is preceptive. 

The fourth complaint is, that we have represented you as 
inaintaining, ‘That Jesus Christ does not, as Mediator, govern 
‘he world.—His authority is confined to the church.” 

In order to justify what the Reformed Presbyterian church 
have ascribed to you here, there appears to be nothing more 
necessary than to examine your own quotation from ‘‘Precious 
Truth,” page 250. ‘That our Lord’s mediatory government 
and administration doth extend to all outward things in the 
world of nature and providence, in so far as these things are 
-upernaturaliy ordered unto supernatural ends, in the spiritual 
advantage of his church and people, or so far as ordered in 
the channel of love and favour to them, with a subserviency 
io the purposes and glory of free grace in their salvation; and 
that all such ord» rings of outward things are the proper fruit 
of Christ’s purchase; and that all these outward things, as 
‘considered in the tormality or channel of these gracious order- 
igs, do bold of Christ and his kingdom as Mediator; all this 
‘s heartily agreed to. Christ as being the same true God 
with the Father is the maker and upholder of all things. He 
upholds them in their being, not by his mediation, but by the 
vord of his power. But he has also a mediatory kingdom 

‘hich, as well as his essential kingdom, extends tv all persons 
ind things.” &c. This quotation allows to Christ’s mediato- 
y government. the supernatural ordering of outward things 
n the world of nature and providence, unto supernatural ends 

the spiritual advantage of his church and people, and con: 
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iimes it to this, as it qualifies and limits its extension with these 
words, “In so far as these things are supernaturally ordered.’ 
We. 

The church is distinguished from the world. The one is 
constantly viewed as supernatural, and the other natural. Is 
there any thing admitted by you to belong to the mediatory 
kingdom of Christ, but what is supernatural and for spiritual 
ends? You refuse the upholding of all things to belong to 
Christ’s mediatory kingdom. And of course, that only as God, 

. e. God absolutely considered, he governs aud upholds the 
saan world. While to us it appears abundantly evident 
from scripture, that ‘Christ as Mediator is heaven’s great del- 
egate and plenipotentiary, both for the actual and spiritual go- 
vernment of the church, and for the actual providential moral 
covernment of the world, in subserviency to the preservation 
and good of his body the church.” If it were otherwise, how 
could he say, that all power, in heaven and earth, was given 
unto him, and tha: God hath put all things under his feet, and 
given him to be the head over all things to the church ? 

The same sentiments with you are avowed by the Seceders 
of the Burgher side of the controversy: “But though Christ 
as Mediator hath a power, &c.—he is not as Mediator the mo- 
ral governor of men, who are without his visible church. The 
scripture never represents him as mediatoriai moral governor 
of heathens, but as King of Zion,” &c. Brown’s compend. 
view of Nat. and Rev. Religion, page 297. 

See also Fisher and Erskine’s Cat. on the question, How 
doth Christ execute the office of a king? Quest. ‘*What is 
his mediatory kingdom? Ans. It is that sovereign power and 
authority in and over the church. which is given him as Medi- 
ator, Eph. i. 22." And this in the answer to the next ques- 
tion, is declared to be enterel, spiritual. 

The fifth complaint is, that we have said, **That the Asso- 
ciate church maintains, that the Redeemer has not purchased 
temporal benefits for the saints.” © This statement,” you say, 
inafoot note, “is defective.” It is true we have not said 
all that you have said. to explain your sentiments on the pur- 
chase of temporal benefits for the saints. But after all your 
explanations, to us it appears evident, that the amount of the 
whole is as we have stated. The first sentence of the autho- 
rity quoted by you, Act of Associate hynod, &c. we think 
plainly proves what we say, **We do also reject th opinion ot 
those who teach that Christ did by his death, purchase the 
benefits of this life, which are common to ali men, for all the 
blessings purchased by Christ are of that nature, that the Ho- 
ly Spirit only can make us partakers of them, aad they can be 
ictively received by faith only.” Notbing can be more ap. 




















= man aie axa 











167 


parent to us, than that this statement confines the purchase oi 
Christ to spiritual blessings exclusively. The purchase re- 
spects the right to possess and use temporal benefits. This 
right, we presume, is not common to elect and reprobate. If 
the purchase respected the bringing into being the matter of 
these benefits of which both elect and reprobate are partak- 
ers. no doubt, the case would be otherwise. but it is not so. 
When our Redeemer is said to purchase his saints, it is appre- 
hended there would be few, who would suppose he purchased 
either their souls or bodies from nihility into existence. With 
the earthly or material nature of these things as they are com- 
mon, the subject has nothing todo. The purchase respects 
the recovery of the right forfeited by the fall. That you re- 
fuse that this right to temporal benefits was purchased by 
Christ for his saints, appears to us manifest, from your ex- 
plaining away every thing temporal in them, that is, every 
thing that is inthem, and referring all to spiritual blessings. 

This too appears to be the judgment of one of your own 
ministers, published to the world and not disavowed by you. 
‘‘We do not deny,” says he ‘that there are promises in the 
scriptures about temporal things, but these are covenant 
promises only as they respect spiritual things.’ Donald- 
son on Common Mercies, &c. page 29. ‘Temporal things, 
as far as they are spiritual, that is, a thing as far as it is not 
itself, is we think, utterly incomprehensible. 

The last complaint of our having done you injustice, is, 
that we have said, ‘‘The Associate church maintains, that the 
world stands, not on purpose to exhibit the system of grace, 
hut in order to bring into being the children of Adam, that they 
inight be punished by the curse of the covenant of works,” — 
According to our view, the doctrine we have ascribed unto 
vou will be found in Gibb’s Sacred Contemplations, page 270. 
“Had all mankind been left to perish in the state of sin and 
misery, this world must have come to a most horrible end ; by 
the powerfnl and unmixed vengeance of God. But it must 
have stood through a course of time in such a condition as 
could serve for the propagation of mankind; till all the chil- 
dren of wrath should be brought forth.” ‘This eminent writer 
must, we think, have understood the doctrines of bis church. 
And he certainly supposes the standing of the world on other 
ground than the requisitions of the covenant of grace; and in- 
dependently of it. To us it appears, that the building of mer- 
ey is the ultimate object of Jehovah’s purposes, and that all 
other things are subservient thereto, as scaffolding to the erec- 
tion of an edifice. We have believed and stated, that your 
avowed principles, did not recognise this as the ultimate ob 
ject of the world’s continuance. 
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Brethren, we have not desired to misrepresent you, no; 
will the quotations which you have made, prove that we have 
misrepresented you, since you also admit the quotations which 
we have made, which, in our opinion, contain the sentiments 
which we bave ascribed to you. 

Still, Dear Brethren, we arraign not your motives-~-we 
charge you ovt with believing our conclusions. We would 
rejoice, if ts future communications we may be able to see cyc 
to eye in all the matters of controversy between us. 

We also think that there is a contradiction in your principles 

that you deny and publicly disavow certain conclusions 
which we think necessarily flow from the principles which you 
admit. We are aware, Dear Brethren, of the difficulty, yea, 
the impossibility, of your writing and speaking consistently, 
on all the subjects involved in the fundamental difference be- 
tween the two churches. You have set out asa church, on 
the principle of obedience, for conscience sake, to ie British 
government; and consequently have becn, in a tnanner, com- 
pelled to the arduous task of attempting to reconcile, submis- 
sion to thrones of iniquity, with allegiance to the throne ot 
God. 

In endeavouring to shew this contradiction, the languag: 
which we may have used, may appear to involve harshness or 
bitterness. ‘Ibis we never intended, and shall be exceeding] 
sorry, if indeed we are chargeable on this quarter. But if ts 
difficult to manage any thing of this nature, without seeming 
harshness. 

Admitting as we do, with all our hearts, that you have, in ma- 
uy instances witnessed a good confession for the cause of truth 


that you have nobly contended for the crown rights, and roy- 


al prerogatives of Immanuel, as king of saints, in all of which 
we rejoice ; we would also still more rejoice, if, with us, you 
would see it to be your duty to contend for, what, in our opin- 
ton, are his royal prerogatives likewise, as king of nations- 
Messiah the prince of the kings of the earth. 

Earnestly praying that the work of the “Word may appear 
unto his servants, and that the beauty of the Lord our God 
may be upon you and upon us, and that the works of our hands 
may be established in righteousness, we remain, Dear Breth 
ren, yours in the cause of our common Lord. 

JAMES CHRYSTIE, Moderator 
JOHN BLACK, Syno’ Clerk. 
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Bvitovial. 


ANTI-MASONRY. 


As this cause becomes understood by the people it progres’ 
ses; and as it progresses, the desperation and depravity of the 
Masonic institation are developed. There is a bitterness of 
feeling displayed by the advocates of Masonry, which we had 
helieved could never have existence in this land; a reckless 
disregard of well attested facts; a mockery of holy things ; 
und a spirit of denunciation, that may well fill the mind of re 
flecting men, to say nothing of the Christian, with dismay.— 
Ministers of the gospel have joined with infidels, in this work 
of darkness, and some have even gone so far as to exalt ma- 
sonry above Christianity! We cannot so far consent to pol: 
lute the pages of the Monitor, as to notice the numerous scur- 
rilities that have been heaped upon Anti-Masons. But we 
may notice some things which go to establish what we have 
asserted. We begin by quoting from a discourse delivered at 
Dedham, Mass. on the 24th of June last, by the Rev. Paci 
Dean, a Universalist, preacher. 

Masonry is well adapted to Universalisis, Deists, &c. there- 
fore, it need not excite surprise, that Mr. D. should be found 
so devout a worshipper at her shrine. Men that have denied 
the divinity of our Lord, the intrinsic evil of sin, and the ne- 
-essity of an atonement in order to its forgiveness, have arriv 
ed at that point of moral depravity which prepares them 
‘to confirm their covenant with death, by entering into unlaw- 
ful and blasphemous oaths of allegiance to the Prince of dark- 
ness and of Devils. Mr. D. informs us that one of the chief 
beauties of masonry is, that they never dispute “ on, the sub- 


ject of sectarian religion, and party politics” within the walls 


of a lodge room. ‘This may all be true; for Masonry has no 
religion, other than that which consists in blaspheming the 
name and attributes, and perverting the word and works ot 
God ; and she has no political party, other than that which 
consists in extending her own power, and elevating her 
own votaries, that she may the more effectually prosecute her 
grand design, to crush the religion of Jesus, and tread on the 
necks of mankind. In reference to Anti-Masons, he says: 


‘*The sobriety and benevolence of the gospel, both utter their voice against 
allrash and heated excitements. They are the moral tempests that lay waste 
the fairest fruits of virtue and religion, and spread moral desolation and inno- 
cent sufferings around the dwellings of men, and the temples of God. 

“ The oe of truth, cries aloud against those dark and deadly insinua- 
tions, secretly and basely thrown out, by the cowardly and dastardly assassin 
of human character oad human peace; who dare not utter openly, what he 
would fain make men believe. And the venerable gravity of God’s word uttere 
‘ts high and solemn protest against that shameless levity of sentiment and fee! 
‘ng, that hesitates not to ridicule whatever in religion or masonry it wishes to 
“~ppose and put down, and would not scruple when ir erest or pleasure was ef 
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stake, to satirise the coronation ef an emperor,the solemn service ef the Lod - 
Supper, or the sacred rights of the burial of the dead. Of these temarks, yo. 
van easily make the application.” 


When have Anti-Masons “ thrown out,” ‘ dark and deadly 
insinuations,” which they “dare not utter openly?’ Whe 
have they endeavoured to make men believe any thing but 
truth? Never; and we challenge Masonry and all her sate!- 
lites, to establish the ‘* dark and deadly insinuations” of thi: 
Rev. Paul Dean. Will Mr. D. inform us what connexion therc 
is between the “ coronation of an emperor, the service of th: 
Lord’s Supper, and the burial of the dead.” ‘T'o us this ap- 
pears to be a heterogeneous jumble of thingstotally dissimilar . 
and may correspond well enough with the incongruities of « 
lodge room, but can never obtain the sanction of common 
sense. But let us hear him again: 


‘* Before closing, one word on the present excitement. Though in its char 
acter, extent, and violence, it is entirely new and unprecedented in the history 
of human events, yet { have no fears as to its ultimate result. I repeat it, / 
have no fears as to ils result. But notwithstanding this, I do most devoutly 
deplore its existence. This I do, because its object is to heap disgrace on an 
institution which I know to be good. Because it tends to break up the peace 
of many innocent minds, of many happy familys—because it dries up the cur 
rent of charity and relicf, which has so long and happily flowed to the bosom 
of the widow, the orphan, and the poor. I grieve for those faithful and pious 
ministers of the cross, who have been driven from their homes, their friends, 
and their parishes by its relentless fury. But most coomy #0 I mourn for the 
illustrious dead, whose memories, and whose fame, are blasted by this night 
wind of moral desolation and of death. 

‘‘ My brethren, these are days of trial, but let it be your consolation that if 

ou suffer for righteousness’ sake, happy are ye, for God shall reward you 
aithfulness. I trust you have a good conscience before God to this day, as the 
supporters and friends of masonry; and that as men, or masons, and as Chris- 
tians, you are willing to be known and judged of all men, by your fruit. Tien 
put ye on the whole armour of light, stand on the watch-tower, and watch at 
the post of danger; and ye shall soon see that mighty is truth,and it will prevai!. 
Trusting in the Lord, meditate no revenge upon your persecutors, and seek 
not their evil, but pray for their future reformation; and as to their past sins, 
leave them to the wholesome chastenings of an awakened conscience, and to 
the just retribution of God. : 

Finally, brethren, let your light shine before men—live as masonry teaches, 
and as religion requires you, and then shall the world admire your virtues, 
and praise you as the followers and friends of whatsoever things are lovely, 
and of good report; and God himse)f shall prosper, own and bless you forever.” 


No doubt Mr. D. mourns sincerely * for the illustrious dead, 
whose memories, and whose fame, are blasted by this night- 
wind of moral desolation and death.” But who are they’ 
Are they the victims whom Masonry has first immolated on 
her alters, and then pointed out to the world as vicious vaga- 
bonds? Does he mourn for the unfortunate Morgan, whe 
was slain by ‘‘the supporters and friends of Masonry ?” and 
on whose memory and whose fame the whole vocabulary of 
Masonic malice has beenexbausted? Or for whom does he 
mourn? We know of none of the illustrious dead whose me- 
mories have been blackened by any others than Masons: But 
there is design in this. The imposter always approaches 
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cacked up with great names, as if conscious of his own base- 
sess: So Masonry bears upon her front in a pre-eminent de- 
ree, this mark of Imposter. 

A volume might be written on the above paragraphs,but we 
-hall leave them to the reflection of the reader, with one 
-ingle exception, viz. his grief ‘*for those faithful and pious 
ministers of the cross, who have been driven from their homes, 
‘heir friends, and their parishes, by its relentless fury.” What 
\ pity that the beauty and pathos of so fine a senteace should 
be destroyed by its own falsehood! Alas! poor, persecuted, 
Masonic Ministers! But suppose that all this is true, let us 
-ce whether these * faithful and pious ministers of the cross,” 
may not be suffering for their sins, and not for “ righteousness’ 
sake,” 

These “faithful and pious ministers,” then, have suffered 
themselves to be led blindfolded, by intidels,with a rope round 
their necks, tothe altar of Masonry, where they have solemnly 
-worn allegiance to her, instead of swearing allegiance to the God 
of heaven: and on the altar, and in the name of Masonry, in- 
-tead of in the name of our Lord Jesus, have they offered up 
the following prayer! ‘ Most holy and glorious God! In thy 
name we assemble, most humbly beseeching thee to bless us 
*n all our andertakings,’* &c. | 

They have sworn to conform to all the bye-laws, rules, and 


regulations of the Grand Lodge of the United States, or of any 
other lodge of which they may at any time become members, 
instead of swearing to observe the statutes and commandments 
of the king of Zion. 
Hear them again in what they call a ‘“* Worshipful Lodge 
f Master Masons, erected to God.” 


“ Furthermore, do 1 promise and swear that I will obey all regular signs, 
summons, or tokens, given, handed, sent, or thrown, to me from the hand of a 
brother Master Mason, or from the body of a just and lawfully constituted 
lodge of such, provided it be within the length ot my cable-tow. Furthermore, 
lo | promise and swear that a Master Mason’s secrets, given to me in charge 
as such, and I knowing them to be such, shall remain as secure and inviolable 
in my breast as in his own, when communicated to me, murder and treason ex- 
cepted; and they left to my own election. Furthermore, do I promise and 
swear that I will goon a Master Mason’s errand, whenever required, even 
should 1 have to go barefoot, and bareheaded, if within the length of my cable- 
tow. Futhermore, do I promise and swear that | will always remember a 
brother Master Mason, when on my knees, offering up my devotions to Al- 
mighty God. Farthermore, do I promise and swear that I will be aiding and 
assisting all poor, indigent Master Masons, their wives and orphans, whereso- 
ever disposed round the globe, as far as in my power, without injuring myself 
or family materially. Furthermore, do I promise and swear that if any part of 
this my solemn oath or obligation be omitted at this time, that I will hold my- 
self amenable thereto, whenever informed. To all of which I do most sdtmialy 
and sincerely promise and swear,with a fixed and steady purpose of mind in me, 
‘o keep and perform the same, binding myself ander no less penalty, than to 
iave my body severed in two in the midst, and divided to the north and south, 
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* Bernard’s Light on Masonry, page 15. t Ib. page 45 
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uay bowels burnt to ashes in the centre and the ayhes scattered before the four 
winds ethnaven thes Reem ane oct the least track or trace of remembrance re- 
main among men or Masons of so vile and perjured a wretch as I should be, were 


t : 
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due performance of the same.”’—Bernard’s Light on Masonry, page 63. 

Now besides this unlawful swearing in the Master's degree, 
they go through with a great variety of mock prayers, and 
abominable ceremonies, representing murder, and the resur- 
rection of the dead, by exhibiting the death of their grand 
Master Hiram, and his resurrection by the Lion's Grip, or by 
the Laon of the tribe of Judah! 

They have sworn in the Mark Master's degree, to ‘‘ receive 
a brother’s mark when offered to them requesting a favour, 
and grant him his request if in their power,” ne matter whe- 
ther the request be lawful or not.—Precisely in character with 
ferod’s oath. 

They have sworn in the Past Master’s degree, that the se 
crets of a brother of this degree, delivered to them in charge 
as such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in their breast 
as they were in his own, before communicated to them, mur- 
der and treason excepted, and these left to their own election. 
And they repeat the same obligation in the Most Excellent 
Master’s degree. 

But again let us hear these ‘‘ faithful and pious ministers of 
the cross,” in the Royal Arch degree; “Furthermore, do 
promise and swear, that I will aid and assist a companion Roy- 
al Arch Mason, when engaged in any difficulty; and espouse 
his cause, so far as to extricate him from the same, if in my 
power, whether he be right or wrong. Also, that I will pro- 
mote a companion Royal Arch Mason’s political preferment in 
preference to another of equal qualifications. Furthermore, 
do I promise and swear, that acompanion Royal Arch Mason’s 
secrets, given me in charge as such, and J knowing them to be 
such, shall remain as secure and inviolable in my breast as in 
his own, murder and treason not excepted.” 

We are told that these obligations do not bind the recipient to 
any thing contrary to the laws of God or man: Why,then,we ask 
is the following prayer offered up immediately after taking the 
oaths in the Royal Arch Degree ? “ May these obligations, O 
blessed Father! have their full effect upon us. ‘Teach us, 
we pray thee, the true reverence of thy great, mighty, and 
terrible name. Inspire us with a firm and unshaken resolu- 
tion in our virtuous pursuits. Give us grace diligently to 
search thy word in the book of nature, wherein the duties of 
our high vocation are inculcated with divine authority.” 

So it appears that it is in the * Book of Nature’ and not the 
Book of Revelation, that these ‘ prous ministers” find the du. 
‘ies of their high vocation inculcated with divine authority ' 
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The Royal Arch degree represents the distruction of the 
first, and the rebuilding of the second temple. Ip admitting 
candidates to this degree much of the ceremony is taken up 
by the journey of three worthy brothers, all bound together by 
a strong rope, travelling from Babylon to Jerasalem, They 
are dragged, blindfolded, seven times round the lodge room, 
over chairs, benches, &c. and at each round they kneel down 
and pray for the divine assistance. ‘The following is one of 
their prayers : 

«* Psalm exlii.—I cried unto the Lord with my voice; with my voice unto 
the Lord did 1 make my supplication. I poured out my complaint before itm; 
1 showed before him my trouble. When my spirit was overwhelmed within 
me, then thou knewest my path. In the way wherein I walked, have they privily 
laid a snare for me. Liooked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no 
man that would know me; refuge failed me: no man cared for my soul. I cried 
unto thee, O Lord; [ said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of 
the living. Attend unto my cry, for | am brought very low; deliver me from 
my persecutors; fer they are stronger than]. Bring my soul out of prison, 
that I may praise thy name.” 

Mark the horrid perversion of scripture, and abuse of pray- 
er! One would think that enough had been given to shut forever 
the mouths of ‘!asons—that these obligations and this solemn 
mockery, wou'd be unable to find an advocate or an apologist 
among the dweilings of men. The depravity of Masonry is so 
enormous,that the untnitiated have difficulty in believing that 
such abomination secretly exists among them. But we have 
not given all, nor even the half of the abominations of Masonry. 
fn the degree of which we have just been speaking,the Grand 
High Priest personaties Deity. ‘* The candidates are shown,a re- 
presentation of the Lord appearing to Moses trom the burning 
bush. This last is done in various ways. Sometimes an earthen 
pot is filled with earth, and green bushes set round the edge 
of it, and a candle in the centre ; and sometimes a stool is pro- 
vided with holes about the edge, in which bushes are placed, 
and a bundle of rags, or tow, saturated with oil of turpentine, 
placed in the centre, to which fire ts communicated. Some- 
times a large bush is suspended from the ceiling, around the 
stem of which tow is wound wet woth oil of turpentine. In 
whatever way the bush 1s prepared. when the words are read, 
‘he looked, and behol! the bush burned with fire,’ &c. the 
bandage is removed from the eyes of the candidates, and they 
see the fire inthe bush, aud, at the words, ‘ Draw not nigh 
hither; put off thy shoes” &c. the shoes of the candidates 
are taken off, and they remain in the same situation while the 
rest of the passage is read to the words, * And Moses hid his 
face; forhe was afranl to look upon God.’ The bandage is 
then replaced, and the candidates again travel about the room, 
while the next pass: ge of scripture is read,” &c.—Bernard’s 
Light on Masonry, page 140. 
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Thus we see how these “ pious ministers,” go on from one 
degree of abomination to another, each exceeding its prede- 
cessor in wickedness and blasphemy, until they have taken 
some thirty or forty degrees. And the penalty of every one o! 
these oaths is no less than death, in its most horrid forms. 

But masonry has done more than this, if greater wickedness 
be possible; she has first perpetrated murder and then made 
it a subject of mirth; she has filled our courts of justice with 
perjury ; she has usurped nearly all the places of honor and 
trust thronghout the land; she has blasphemed that holy 
name by which we, as Christians, are called; she has bound 
in adamantine chains the consciences of men; she has vilified 
the character and deranged the business of the virtuous and 
good; she has polluted the land not only with blood, but 
with the tears of the widow and the orphan; she has robbed 
the labouring man of his hard earnings, taken from him his 
virtuous principles, his sober habits of industry, and his peace 
of mind, and left him and his family the victims of wretched- 
ness; and because of her abominations the land mourns. In 
whatever light we contemplate this monster of darkness, the 
conviction is irresistibly forced upon the mind that the epithet 
—hell’s master piece—applied to her by elder Bernard, is lit- 
erally true in its full extent. 

But say some, how do we know that all is true that has 
been said of Masonry? Whether all that has been said against 
it be true or not, we cannot say, for we have not seen all that 
has been said; but what we have said we know to be true; 
and we know that the revelations of masonry by Morgan and 
others, are true, from a variety of testimony. We will mention 
one thing only. ‘These revelations correspond with, and il- 
justrate. the standard works of Masonry, published by its 
highest authority: Compare the revelations which have been 
made, with Cross’ Chart, Freemasons’ Monitor, Town and 
Bradley on Freemasonry. It is true that many masons stil! 
have the effrontery to deny the truth of these revelations ; 
but this only furnishes us with further proof, that Masonry is 
a lie; for if they should tell'the truth it would be a violation 
of their masonic obligations.and equivalent to a renunciation. 
Oh! Mr. Dean, what think you of your pious and persecuted 
ministers, which are so deeply afflicted with the fury of Anti- 
Masonry? We shall quote for your benefit, the language of 
one of these masonic ministers; who is now more fearful of 
the fury of Masonry than he is of that of Anti-Masonry. We 
beseech you, ponder his words. And may the Lord give you 
grace to be converted from the error of your ways. 

From the Franklin Telegraph. 


The following renunciation of Freemasonry is from Rev. NatHantet Cor 
ven, a Baptist Clergyman of regular standing, who has resided in this county 











175 


for several years past, and whose character for veracity stands fair and wuini 
peached. He has been the first to renounce Masonry in this county; and of 
course must endure such persecution as Masonic vengeance has in store. 


ELDER COLVER’S RENUNCIATION. 


Mr. Editor,—The following is intended for your columns. it 
you should see fitto give it a place there, it will be esteemed 
favour. 

In making this communication to the public, I can freely say 
that Ihave no hostility of feeling towards the members of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity ; on the contrary, there are many more among 
them whose upright course of life and acts of personal kindness 
have rendered them dear in my affections, and I devoutly wish that 
even a diversity of judgment on the subject of Masonry might not 
sever those ties. I only claim what I conceive to be an unaliena. 
ble right of man, on this as on every subject connected with the 
welfare of community, to think and judge for myself, and to show 
inine opinion. I am not sensible of being actuated by speculative 
motives. Were present worldly good my object, I should ce: 
tainly seek it by silence. 

Nor do I feel disposed to arraign or impugn the motives of any. 
{am confident that whatever of wrong there is about by vastly the 
majority of Masons in relation to Masonry, is a want of careful- 
ness in examining the subject. Nor is it my business to disclose 
secrets. It is in my opinion perfectly childish to talk about dis. 
closing the secrets of Masonry, when. by hundreds of unimpeach. 
able witnesses they are laid open to the world. 

My present business is chiefly that of confession, and giving 
my candid opinion on the subject of Masonry. To that I feeij 
myself urged from a consciousness of the relation I sustain to 
community, to God, and to ajudgment day. Glad would: my proud 
heart have been to have ended with confession to God, But nev- 
er could I again feel that God was pleased with me, while for fea 
ef debasing myself, I should refuse to counteract the influence ot 
my past wrong. 

It is now a number of years since F made considerable (at Jeast 
nominal) advance in Masonry. I went as far as the seventh or 
Royal Arch degree; besides which I believe I took two of what 
are called honorary degrees. I was told by an elderly brother in 
the church, who was an advanced Mason, that a knowledge of Ma 
sonry would be of great use to me in preaching; that it would 
open to me asource of knowledge on divine subjects, that I could 
not have without it. It was the opinion of many thatI should de- 
rieve a benefit from it in my ministerial labours ; that it would fa- 
cilitate my access to many, and give me an influence over their 
minds which would be beneficial. Ina word I was dazzled by the 
specious pretences of Masonry to light and science and knowledge, 
and inclined to go forward; and I was emboidened to be hood- 
winked, and tread that dark path in quest of light. from the fact 
that many great and good men had been there before me. But I 
confess it was wrong. Had I been contented to learn in the 
school of Christ, and follow the footsteps of him who alone I 
knew was great and good and wise, [ should have avoided piercing 
my own, and the hearts of many of the disciples of Christ with 
many sorrows, and reproaching that religion which lias no fellow- 
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ship with the unfraitful works of darkness. My desire to be wise 
ubove what is written, has eventuated something like the device of 
one of old, to “be as gods to know good and evil.” It has not 
increased my usefulness, and I am fully satisfied that as many 
greatand good and thinking men as have been there before me, 
have atheart been disgusted with the childish fooleries of Ma- 
sonry. 

L have from first to last,been tried with its pretensions to divinity ; 
(for what else is it when God is assumed as the grand master, 
and its professed work to fit stones for that spiritual building 
eternal inthe heavens 7) I have tried, but without success, to 
satisfy my mind by attributing this to her misguided and enthusi- 
ustic votaries. I have been disgusted and tried with many other 
things in it: but stili [have weighed well the moral strength of 
her oaths, and become well satisfied that they are self destructiv e, 
and have neither moral nor political strength or obligation. I 
have hardly dared to think or judge, and much less to speak my 
mind on the subject, though for years I have discontinued my 
practical connexion with lodges. I have lowg since felt that the 
‘erm Freemasonry was in itselfa contradiction, while by the dogmas 
of Masonry the very conscience is trammelled; and it is my deci- 
rie opinion that Masonry is a_ moral evil, a political evil, and an 

mpostlion upon the world. Nor have I come to this opinion or 
the expression of it, in haste, or lightly. It has been with me a 
closet work. [1 do in my heart believe that it is a moral and politi- 
eal evil, and an tmposition upon the world. 

I believe that it ts a moral evil, in that its specious ceremonies 
are a combination of Christianity, Judaism and Heathenism. Its 
oaths are licentious and profane ; and so far as there is weight in 
them, they rob its votaries of the unalienable rights of man. And 
in its titles and degrees itis highly profane and blasphemous. 

{ believe it is a political evil, in that like the silent leech it sucks 
the very life blood of civil justice, and palsies the executive arm 
of lawful authority, by carrying. ip many instances, a secret though 
successful influence into the bar, upon the bench and into the jury 
room. Orif it chooses, to thunder down vengeance from the 
har, the bench or the jury, it can vet stay execution or facilitate 
-he eseape of the guilty; while it erects a tribunal of its own, un- 
sanctioned by the laws of God or man, from which it extends a 
secret multifarious and dreadful arin, before which thousands of 
consciences have fal'en 9 prev: and if an individual has dared to 
offend its caprice, his life blood has not been spared. I am fully 
satisfied that the abduction and death of Morgan is the natural re- 
sult, not of the unusually malignant spiritof Masons (many or 
few) but of Masonic ea/)s and Masonie dogmas. 

[ believe that Masonry is an imposition upon the world. She 
boasts of light and science and knowledge. But these she only 
possesses in name, When brought forth to the light, and to the 
scrutiny of uptrammelied investigation, what is she? Even her 
most enthusiastic patrons and votaries are ashamed of her—trai- 
toriously deny her personage and their allegiance, till they can 
drag her back into the dark, where (phosphorous like) she alone 
<hines, and where alone they can stupidly bow at her shrine as a 
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nughty goddess. Itis said that she has ever taught morality ; 
and so did her protot the church of Rome, while at the same 
‘ime for daring to think or speak for themselves, she doomed 
‘housands of the disciples of Christ to the stake. 

It is an imposition! how many a poor blind hoodwinked can 
didate, panting for her light and science, and a knowledge of her 
sublime mysteries, has suffered himself to be cable-towed throug! 
her door, till in her sanctum sanctorum he is brought to his sight, 
und for his satisfaction is permitted to look back and admire and 
wonder at the curiosity and strength of the locks that bar up his 
way of retreat. And is he not imposed upon. Though he pant 
lieartily to return, his every step of advance has been fastened by 
her horrid oaths. Though Masonry appears to him the veriest 
monster that ever tracked the earth with blood, he must hush 
ihe rising thought; he must not gs ty or he is denounced a per- 
jured wretch. If he will bow at her shrine, she will reward him 
with her partialities, her favours and her honours; or if he has 
personal honours of his own, and will silently give her the use of 
them, she will still caress, but if he attempts to break her fetters, 
ie feels her vengeance. 

I repeat it again, Masonry is an imposition. « She allures by her 
fair shows and specious tences, and ere ever a candidate 
comes to a knowledge of what she is, his mind is enslaved hy her 
horrid oaths. : 

To Masons, I woulc say—Gentlemen, at the hand of God I ask 
inerey, but at yours I only ask justice. I earnestly ask you so far 
‘9 violate your Masonic obligations, as to give the subject an un. 
viased investigation. Bring your oaths to the Bible; lay them 
beside the constitution of your national government; then open 
your hearts and say,(notthat you could so wrest the meaning from 
the words when you took them, and so to make lawful) but say, 
are they lawful? are they right? are they morally binding? Ii 
you say they are not, why then let conscience and judgment have 
their perfect work, and you will soon speak out in union with this 
communication. If you say they are, why then gentlemen bring 
howe the execution of Morgan to your own doors, and call it « 
deed of virtue ; forl repeat it again that his death was not the re- 
salt of the unusually malignant spirit of Masons, but of the oaths 
and dogmas of Masonry itself. He had sworn his life in their 
hands; he had sworn its forfeiture; ifthe oath was right, its exe 
cution was right, and you are bound to defend that righteous act. 
Nay more, gentlemen, if Masonic oaths are lawful—are right—are 
hinding—if in your hearts you can so decree, you have only in this 
instance to pursue their dictates, and bid the secret deathtide of 
Masonic vengeance to roll down upon me—cut my throat from 
car to ear—tear out my tongue by the roots—tear open my left 
breast, and take thence my heart. Sever my body and burn my 
bowels in the centre, and scatter the ashes to the four winds of 
heaven ; for all this have I imprecated at your hands ; and I add, 
(with the deepest abasement) all this would I rather suffer than 
20 to a judgment seat under such oaths, unrepented, unconfessed. 
Sut I am persuaded that almost every member of the fraternity 
will shrink back with horror from the legitimate results of Mason. 
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1y; and you only need to dare to think and act for. youselves, and 
vou will shrink from Masonry with the same abhorrence. 

I am aware of the critical situation in which Masons find them- 
selves. Encountering the furious storm of public excitement, and 
raving sailed for many days without sun, moon or stars, they have 
‘‘ fallen into a place where two seas meet;” the waves of con 
science, truth and religion are breaking in upon one side, while 
the waves of Masonic pride, oaths and vengeance are beating with 
no less fury upon the other. The fore part of their vessel is fas- 
tened in the mud, while the hinder part is broken with the violence 
of the waves. The soldiers have already counselled to kill the 
prisoners; but the voice of the Centurion is heard, and they that 
can swim are fast casting themselves into the sea; and it is ce- 
voutly to be hoped that it may soon be recorded of them all, that 
they have escaped safe to land. Gentlemen, you have yet the fac- 
uhies of men; even Masonry has not destroyed them—she has 
only bound them for aseason. Break her fetters—stand up! 
und avoid that duplicity and dishonesty to which she would bend 
you with her immoral oaths ! 

Some Masons when questioned in relation to Morgan’s disclo- 
sures, boldly affirm that they are nottrue. Others evade it by 
saying if they are true, he is a perjured wretch; while others 
attempt to laugh it down. I beg you to stop, gentlemen, and ask 
yourselves what kind of a cause itis that demands duplicity or 
downright lying for its support! 

Masonry is now fully disclosed to the world; she has come into 
open contact with herenemies. If she be a goddess, let her plead 
tor herself. ‘ 

Some of you are the professed followers of the meek and lowly 
Redeemer. I hope you will read the second chapter of Paul to 
the Collossians,and the fourth of Paul to the Gallatians, and be led 
fo separate yourselves from Masonic rites and ceremonies which 
ire so incompatible with the whole genius of the simple, plain, 
open, frank and holy gospel of Christ. Your brethren have look- 
ed within the door; their hearts are pained. Will you feed their 
crief by a stubborn adherence to that which you in conscience feel 
's not right? or will you listen to the call of Christ, to come out 
und be separate, and touch notthe unclean thing ? 

NATHANIEL COLVER. 

Fort Cavington, 1829. 

While we are on the subject of Anti-Masonry, it may nol be 
suproper to give the following letter from the Hon. Stephen 
Van Rensselaer. It appears to have been written in auswer 
(o an earnest solicitation that he would continue to hold the 
highest office in the gift of Masonry, in this state, which he 
had conferred upon him, some years since : 

‘‘Arpany, May 21, 1829. 

“Sm—Your official letter I received: if 1 consulted my 
own inclination and feelings, I should uuhesitatingly decline 
tbe honour proffered me, of again filling the highest Office ; 
but when I consider the unmerited abuse of our Order, ant 
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*he persecution of our Brethren, by designing men, | will onc 
more consent, if my acceptance is deemed of any import- 
ance, (which I fear is overrated) to the cause and principles 
of the Fraternity. 
“Respectfully, 
Your Friend and Brother, 
S. VAN RENSSELAER.” 


We are not ashamed to acknowledge our mortification, that 
Mr. Van Rensselaer has thought proper to continue his sup- 
port, and the influence and weight of his character in favour ot 
the tottering fabric of Masonry. And fet Masons make the 
most of it. For though it is generally true, that the world is 
more influenced by names, than by reason and argument, yet 
all the great names either of ancient or modern times, cannot 
wholly stifle investigation, nor wholly obscure truth. If Mr. 
V. R. thinks it his duty to support masonry, we have no dis- 
position to speak evil of him, on that account ; although we 
cannot find one single reason in justification of such a course. 
Possessed of immense wealth, and a humane disposition, he 
has long been admired for his general philanthropy, and his 
kindness tu the poor. He has been, and we believe now is, 
an elder in one of the Dutch congregations in this city. How 
ie reconciles Masonry with his religious profession, we cannot 
tell. Probably in the same way that many others do. He 
was young when he took his masonic obligations, and we 
have been informed that he has never taken but three degrees 
Long habit has made familiar the follies of youth, and his at- 
tachment to the institution has involuntarily grown with his 
growth, without his even having been led to question the le- 
gality or validity of his masonic obligations. And as Masonry 
has added more than two-thirds of its abominations, within the 
last twenty-five years, it is highly probable that he is still in 
the dark as to the full extent of its wickedness ; for it should 
be remembered that masons do not read the publications which 
have issued from the press on this subject. But how Mr. V. 
R. can still continue blind, since the blood of Morgan has 
flowed, and since perjury most rank and fon! has polluted our 
judicial tribunals, we really cannot tell. Neither can we tell 
why he should brand as ‘“ designing men,” those who have 
»ecome alarmed that the crimes of murder and perjury should 
vo unpunished in a land boasting of its freedom. its religion 
and its laws. Neither can we tell why he should call the odi- 
um which these outrages have cast upon the Masonic institu- 
tion, ** unmerited ;” unless, indeed, it be on the principle that 
MTasonry gernishes crime, and makes-vice lovely. One would 
naturally suppose that Masonry is a monster, that ‘to be ha 
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ted need only to be seen;” but it seems fur otherwise. Men 
of wealth, of influence, of high standing in the church of God 
—men bitherto unsuspected, have entered the lists in her de- 
fence. Well, be it so. We are not disheartened. The great 
and the powerful of this world have more frequently been on 
the side of error than on the side of truth and righteousness. 


—p— 
EGO AND D. ON BIBLE SOCIETIES. 


We live in an age of continual changes in the religious 
world. Hence, it is extremely difficult to ascertain at al! 
times what is duty. To Seceders their public judicial stand- 
ards furnish at all times a safe guide in relation to the doctrines 
of grace ; so that none need be in any great danger of embrac- 
ing error, unless criminally negligent and careless. But the 
various schemes of men, for doing good, so constantly and 
earnestly forced upon the attention of the Christian, involve 
him in great perplexity. When the nations are to be suppli- 
ed with the word of God,—when the ignorant and long neg- 
lected youth of many lands are to be instructed in the oracles 
of truth,—and when, in short, the whole world is to be evan. 
gelized, the magnitude of the object in view absorbs every 
other consideration. And that man, or that body of Christians, 
who shall venture to question the means used, or call for the 
authority by which these things are done, although they may 
clearly see in these movements the germe of a moral disease 
that must end in a spiritual dearth that is more to be dread- 
ed than famine, pestilence, or the sword, must expect obloquy 
not only from the master spirits that direct the vast machine- 
ry, and derive their honor from this, but the unqualitied con- 
demnation of all who take those things for granted, which 
should be learned by close and prayerful application to the 
study of the divine word. 

We consider the foregoing observation, applicable to the 
points at issue between Eco and D., on the subject of Bible 
Societies. Even if the current of Scripture authority should 
be on the side of Kao, he can hardly be expected to obtain a 
candid hearing; because the current of popular opinion sets 
so strongly against him. 

It is not our design, however, at present, to vindicate et- 
ther Eco or D. ‘The subject is one of vast importance, and 
a scriptur:! conclusion is desirable. We shall therefore, leave 
the matter in controversy to Eco and D., or such other cor. 
respondents as may choose to offer their views on the sub- 
ject, so long as it is conducted in a becoming manner. And 
mm the mean time we will barely notice, 

Ist, Some things which it is believed may be said-on both 
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ides of the general question, whether the authority to circu- 
late the scriptures in a public social capacity be vested ex- 
clusively in the church, without attempting to decide it. And 
then 

od. Endeavour to show what we believe to be the duty of 
the Associate church, and all other churches that contend for 
a Scripture Psalmody, in relation to the circulation of the Bi- 
ble. 

1. In order to understand the nature of Ego’s argument, 
the reader is referred to the Religious Monitor, volume v. pa. 
ges 483, 484; where it is first conceded that the Bible autho- 
rises the distribution of Bibles to such as have them not—that 
individual Christians have authority to give away the scrip- 
tures,—that persons not in fellowship with the church bave 
authority to do so,—that there are public institutions whose 
business it should -be to distribute the ming tech And then, 
it is maintained, that to communicate the Bible is one of the 
principal duties which God has enjoined upon the church,— 
that he hath enjoined it upon no other society,—that Bible 
Societies as presently constituted are not the church,—and of 
course are not authorised by the Bible, but that the church 
is the only public body authorized to engage in this work.— 
In support of these positions, it is argued, that ‘“‘the church, 
receiving from God, as a trust, these oracles, which are of 
universal concern, must thereby be bound to the followin 
things,” viz:--to keep them pure and entire,—to exemplify 
them,—to defend the truths taught in them,—to explain and 
apply them,—and also to communicate, both to cotempora- 
ries and descendants, all the truth she has received in trust. 

And in addition to this it may be said that Bible Societies 
as presently constituted, are injurious in their practical results; 
because they tend to mislead many, especially the young, io 
‘heir estimate of character. For instance, it is perfectly ob- 
vious that many of the members of these societies make no 
particular public profession of the truth, any further than is 
implied in giving their money for circulating the scriptures ; 
nor do they even engage in performing the external duties of 
religion. Now the young, seeing this, and seeing at the same 
time that they are as highly esteemed by ministers and church- 
members as the most consistent professors are, and by the 
world, more highly esteemed, naturally conclude that their 
religion is as good as that of church members ; and in some 
respects better, as it is certainly not hypocritical, and is more 
liberal and less bigoted. How far the honour conferred upon 
contributors to the various benevolent societies, without re- 
gard to their religious character, has been instrumental in thé 
testruction of vital piety among us, is a question which de- 
Von. vi. 
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mands the serious attention of all. Whenever those whe 
have no religion and make profession of none, gaina foot-hold 
in the church, or ubtain the esteem of the church equally 
with her own members, it is time to take up the lamentation 
of the prophet: ‘““The ways of Zion do mourn, because none 
come to the solemn feasts: And from the daughter of Zion all 
her beauty is tleparted: for she hath seen that the heathen 
entered into her sanctuary, whom thou didst command that 
they should not enter into thy congregation. Our inheritance 
is turned to strangers, our houses to aliens.” 

As the arguments of D. are contained in the present num- 
ber, it is unnecessary to recapitulate them here. But in ad. 
dition to what D. has advanced, it may be said that all Pro- 
testants are agreed as to the duty of circulating the scriptures, 
and that all have adopted the version now in common use, 
‘herefore it is the duty of all to unite in circulating them as 
extensively as possible. For they may do this without giv- 
ing countenance to the errors of others, who may act in con- 
cert with them. It may also be said that Bible Societies do 
not assume to communicate the scriptures, strictly speaking, 
in that authoritative manner which the church does; but the 
object of their association is simply to raise funds for the mu!- 
tiplication of copies of the Bible. But not to detain the read- 
er longer on a question which it was not proposed to decide, 
we remark, that whatever be thought of Ego’s views of Bible 
Societies, it is clear to us that he is correct in what he hag 
said respecting any or all other associations of men, (which 
are not the church,) whose professed object it is to perform 
any duty, or remedy any evil, the performance of which, is 
enjoined upon the church, in the word of God. 

Our reasons for this remark, are not now called for; there- 
fore we shall pass on to the second thing proposed, which 
was, to show what is believed to be the duty of the Associ- 
ate church, in relation to the circulation of the scriptures,—- 
And, we observe that it is her duty to have no connection 
with the American Bible Society or any of its Auxiliaries : 

Ist. Because that Society does not circulate in connection 
with the Bible, the book of Psalms in Metre. 

2d. Because, though the members of the Associate church 
have, many of them, contributed to the funds of this Society, 
they cannot obtain a copy from it containing the Psalms; nei- 
ther can they obtain a single copy in sheets, so that they 
might themselves publish the Psalms and bind them with the 
Bible: and of course are under the necessity of seeking for 
Bibles elsewhere, for their own use, after having contributed 
to the funds of the Society. 

The members of the Associate church in a single county 
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(Wr ashoegigy in this state, have contributed a sum to the 
ible Society sufficient to purchase a set of stereotype plates 
for a Bible, including the Psalms in Metre. A correspondent 
has furnished us with an abstract from the annual reports ot 
the Washington County Bible Society, from the year 1819 to 
the year 1829, from which it appears that the 


Congregation of Salem has contributed - $52 49 

do. Cambridge do. - - 564 48 

do. Putman do. - . 142 00 

do. Argyle do. - - 389 62 

From donors belonging to the Associate church 84 39 





Total $1232 98 


The following explanation of the above statement we add 
in the words of our correspondent : 


“The Washington Co. Bible Societywas first organized Jan. 
1813, in Mr. Bullion’s meeting-house, Cambridge; some years 
alter,re-organized in its present form of Neighbourhood Associ- 
ations, and became an Auxiliary tothe American Bible Society. 
The report of 1819, bas a short gross account of the sums of 
money received inthe years 1813, ’14, 15, 716, °17, and 1818; 
from this it would seem that money was collected from the 
members of our communion in Hebron and Argyle Congrega- 
tions, as well as in ‘ ambridge congregation. ‘The names of 
members in our congregations, and the Association of Mr. 
Bulhon’s congregation, Cambridge, are entered in the reports 
as having contributed $76.25. So that the one thousand (wo 
hundred and thirty-two dollars and ninety-eight cents, stated 
above,must be less than what has been contributed by the mem- 
bers of the Associate charch in the county of Washington. I 
should suppose that $1400 would not be above the truth.” 


If the contributions to the American Bible Society has been 
any thing hike proportionably large in the bounds of other 
Presbyteries, then has the Associate church contributed, du- 
ring the last ten years, a sum sufficient to circulate about 20,- 
900 copies of the Bible, containing the book of Psalms in Me- 
tre. 

In view of these facts, it is matter of rejoicing to us, that 
the Associate Synod at its last meeting, came to the follow- 
ing resolution, viz: “Resolved, That a committee of two 
members be appointed to consider and report on the propriety 
of forming a Bible Society, with a view to distribute Bibles 
with the Psalms in Metre.” (See our present volume, page 
86.) We say it is matter of rejoicing that the members of 
Synod have turned their attention to this subject; because, 
if the inspired book of Psalms, as Seceders believe, be the 
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guly system of Psalmody authorized to be used in the public 
praise of God, it surely behooves them to look to it, that their 
money andtheir influence be not given for the support of an 
institution, the direct tendency of which, is to banish from the 
church these precious songs of Zion,and substitute in their room 
the unauthorized figments of human fancy. The introduction of 
a human psalmody into the church of God, is in our estima- 
tion, among the most deplorable and fatal evils of the times ; 
indeed we have seen scarcely a plausible reason assigned, for 
this corruption of divine worship, by its warmest advocates. 
If men may invent a substitute for the book of Psalms, they 
may do it for any other portion of God’s word. 

In conclusion, we beg leave to call the serious attention of 
the reader to this subject. Ifeither our correspondents or 
ourselves have erred, we hope that none will take offence, 
and withhold their countenance and support, at Jeast not until 
they have attempted a correction of the error. In this sinful 
and erring world, it isthe duty of Christians to admonish, and 
remonstrate with an erring brother; but the incorrigible only 
should be severely dealt with. Apply this to our brethren of 
other denominations, especially such as have once made a 
pabhc profession of the truth, similar to that which we have 
made, and who, while they acknowledge generally the correct- 
ness of such profession, do at the same time, for the sake as 
they suppose, of doing more extensive good, not only tole- 
rate but support the erroneous without even warning them of 
their danger. ‘Thus making the very means employed for the 
extension of the Redeemer’s kingdom, the means of its de- 
struction. Now if they will still persist in such a course, af- 
ter due remonstrance, and while some among them see and 
remonstrate against the error, and many tacitly admit it to be 
error, a total separation from them in every particular, on our 
part appears to be a duty; because, in no other way can we 
maintain the truth. May He who has said of his church, that 
‘*they shall all be taught of God,” lead us into all truth, in 
relation to this and every other subject, that we may be his 
children “ without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and per 
verse nation.” 





~~ -- 
CHRISTIAN HERALD. 


The editor of the Christian Herald, Pittsburgh, bas hon- 
oured us with a notice, in answer to which it might. be sufh- 
cient to say, that we do not approve of bringing ‘‘ railing ac- 
ctisations” against any man, or any association of men, and 
are not conscious of having done so; and that his attack upop 
the moral character of the Associate church, is believed te 
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ue without a parallel in any thing the editor of the Monitor 
has said, notwithstanding ‘his “ strong inclination to find fault 
with those denominations of Christians, of which he is not a 
member.” But if our room should not be occupied with 
things of more importance, we design to insert his article next 
month, with such observations as we may think it calls for— 
The two things of which he complains loudest, both against 
the Associate Synod and ourselves, are covenanting and wit- 
ness bearing ; though of the former he says: ‘*‘ We cannotsay, 
that we are opposed to covenanting, if it is calculated to make 
people more attentive to the discharge of their duties.” And 
of the latter: “ That this is not a duty at mo [any] time, we 
do not pretend to say.” If witness bearing be a duty ‘at 
any time,” will the editor of the Herald intorm us when that 
time is, if it be not when the truth is opposed? We were 
hardly prepared to believe that ministers who have subscrib- 
ed the Westminster Confession of Faith, could open the arms 
of their charity sufliciently. wide to embrace Arminianism, 
iTopkinsianism, and many other isms equally pernicious to the 
-pread of the gospel, while at the same time they engage in 
blacking the moral character of those who are only contending 
for the doctrines exhibited and the practice enforced in that 
‘‘onfession, until we witnessed it in the editors of the Christ- 
an Herald, and the Philadelphian. How far such conduct 
spproaches to the character of the accuser of the brethren, 
we leave the reader to judge. 

On a late occasion, Dr. Miller, of Princeton, said, “that a. 
sound practice can be expected only as the fruit of sound 
principle.” What says the editor of the Herald to this? Is 
(yr, Miller right.? Ifhe is, it places the editor of the Herald 
in rather an awkward situation, by charging Seceders with én- 
‘emperance, one of the grossest vices of the age, while he ad- 
mits that they hold sound principles. But the editor of the 
Herald exhibits in his notice of the Associate church that same 
spirit which bas always distinguished the enemies of a sound 
profession—viz: a spirit of denunciation, and a claim to su- 
perior holiness, mingled with the highest possible degree of 
sclfcomplacency. ‘Their language is, ‘I am holier than 
thou.” 

In answer to the editor of the Philadelphian, who, in quot- 
ing the article from the Herald, says that we are the bitter op- 
ponents of the benevolent operations of the day, it is sufficient 
10 say that his assertion is wholly destitute of truth. And we 
challenge him to establish it, by a fair qutation from any thi 
we have written. We are ‘‘betterly,” if the Philadelphian 
chooses, opposed to the unscriptural practices, and doctrines 
which the corrupters of God’s word have introduced inte 
hese benevolent institutions. 

16* 
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CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 

Wethave just received No. 8, volume 1, of this work, publisi:- 
ed at Hamilton, Ohio, and edited by the Rev. David Macdiil, « 
‘tminister of the Associate Reformed Synod of the West. Since 
this work commenced, it has contained several sound and 
valuable articles on the subject of slavery, which we should 
insert in the Monitor, were it not for their great length. As 
our Synod appears determined to purge her communion ot 
this evil, it is not so important for us to publish these articles, 
though we may hereafter furnish some extracts. We should 
suppose that it could not take long for the members of the 
Associate Reformed church in the West to decide between 
the merits of the abovementioned work and the Religious 
Examiner, published at Washington, Ohio, and edited by the 
Rev. Samuel Findley. The editor notices the Resolution oi 
our Synod, in relation to the distribution of the Bible with the 
Psalms in Metre, as follows : 

“A commitiee was appointed to consider and report on the 
propriety of forming a Bible Society, with a view to distribute 
Bibles with Psalms in Metre. It was observed in our second 
No. that when the members of the Associate Reformed Sy- 
nod of the West had their proceedings on this subject, a door 
was left open for a plan of general union or co-operation to be 
hereafter settled between their society, and any other church. 
es which might be disposed to go into the measure.”’ 





SHMiscellaneous. 


ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. 
‘From the Staunton Spectator. 
Memorial to the honourable convention of Virginia, held in 
Richmond, in October, 1829. 

Seeing that the people of this commonwealth have deemed 
it necessary to reform our existing constitution of government, 
to supply its defects, and to remove a number of evils which 
were thought to press heavily upon the community :—We, the 


subscribers, inhabitants of Agusta county, cannot but congrat- 


vlate ourselves and the public on the selection of so many o! 
our highly distinguished citizens for the performance of these 
solemn and interesting duties. Distinguished as you have 
Seen for gravity, prudence, and wisdom, we cheerfully accord 
fo you our confidence, in the important and arduous station to 
which you are called; and trust that you will employ you: 
wisdom and prudence’in that way which will redound most tc 
our common welfare. 
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‘There have been many topics of reform anticipated and dis- 
cussed among the people. We donot meanto meddle with 
any of them, or to express any opinion on their merits. Our 
purpose is respectfully to call your attention to another sub- 


ject, which we regard as of paramount importance; and re- 


specting which, if nothing be done, we apprehend that your 
other labours must prove comparatively nugatory. We ask 
your attention to the existing slavery of the negroes in aur 
state, and to some constitutional provision for a system ot 
emancipation. 

It is objected, indeed, that our propositicn will give alarm 
to our eastern brethren, who are slave-holders on a larger scale 
than we of the west; and that they are even already alarmed 
at the anticipated power of the west to iagpote unlimited taxes 
on this species of property. To this latter objection we an- 
swer, that we are willing tosee you provide any requisite 
guaranty against an undue exercise of “such power, that thus 
the fearsof our eastern brethren may be quieted. We wish 
for nothing that is unfair. ‘Tothe former objection we say that, 
in a political view, we esteem slavery an evil greater than the 
aggregate of all the other evils which beset us; and that we 
are perfectly willing to bear our proportion of the burden of 
removing it. Weask farther, what is the evilof any such 
alarm as our proposition may posibly excite, in minds unneces- 
sarily jealous, compared with that of the fatal catastrophe 
which ultimately awaits our country, and the general depriva- 
tion of manners which slavery has already produced and is 
producing? These we think sufficient answers to the objec 
tions mentioned above. 

In laying this subject before you, we are not insensible tc 
its magnitude or its difficulties. We are aware, too, of the 
rooted prejudices which we encounter, growing out of old hab- 
its and present real or supposed interest. Nor are we indiffer- 
ent to those imputations of enthusiasm and rashness which will 
probably be cast upon us in no stinted measure. But we know 
that no great good was ever achieved without strenuous ef. 
forts, and that such efforts have always been subjected to re- 
proachful imputations. We must, therefore, patiently submit 
to them; considering them, in our turn, as the ebullitions ot 
heedless passion, uncompromising selfishness. The awful 
weight of the subject forbids any approach to it in the spirit of 
levity; and we feel assured that we approach it with as much 
caution as those observe who turn away and refuse to look it in 
the face. But we should esteem it moral and political cow- 
atdice in us to remain silent on a subject so deeply interesting 
{o us in all our domestic and political relations; one which in- 
fermingles itself with every interest and concern of life; pro- 
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ductive, perhaps, of a few transient benefits but certainly of 
an infinity of evils, now pressing upon us, and portending gen. 
eral desolation in future. 

We waive, at present, the considerations of religion and bhu- 
manity which belong to this momentous subject ; and present 
it as a naked question of political wisdom and safety. While 
we believe thatthe public morals and general prosperity, 
which it is the province of government toa great extent to 
protect and cherish, are deplorably injured by slavery ; we 
proceed to affirm that it is our own experince and observation 
confirming the facts and deductions of political economists, 
that the labor of slaves is vastly less productive than that of 
freemen; thatit therefore, requiresa larger space to furnish 
subsistence for a given number of the former than of the lat- 
‘er; that the employment of the former necessarily excludes 
the employment of the latter; that, hence, our pcpulation, 
white and black, averdges but about seventeen, when it ought, 
and would, under other circumstances, average, as in New 
England, at least sixty to the square mile; that the possession 
and management of slaves forma source of endless vexation 
und misery within the house, and of waste and ruin on the farm ; 
that the youth of the country are growing up with a contempt 
of steady industry, as a low, servile thing, which contempt 
induces idleness, and all its attendant effeminacy, vice, and 
worthlessness ; that the waste of the products of the land, nay 
of the land itself, is bringing poverty upon all its inhabitants ; 
that this poverty and the sparceness of our population, either 
prevent the institution of schools through the country, or keep 
them in the most languid and inefficient condition; and that 
ihe same causes most obviously paralize all our schemes and 
efforts for the needful improvements of the country. These 
things are incessantly pressing themselves upon our feelings 
and observation; and it would be easy to enlarge the melan- 
eholy catalogue. But there are other considerations claming 
our attention. 

It is conceded, on all hands, that Virginia is ina state of 
moral and political retrecession among the states of the con- 
federacy. Nor is this to be wondered at, when to the foregoing 
vonsiderations,it be added that halfof our population is estim- 
ted, in the political scale,at but three-fifths of its actual weight. 
We are often upbraided by a comparison of our condition with 
that of New-York and Ohio, to which all the other states 
which are exempted from the curse of slavery, might well be 
added. And with shame we feel ourselves constrained to 
bow to the humiliating comparison. We view our beloved 
state, blessed by the God of nature with a variety of useful 
ind lovely capabilities, unsurpassed by those of any. othe:-. 
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country on the globe; we view it not merely as stationary, 
while her sister states are advancing, but as positively declin- 
ing. Itis peculiarly the province of such statesmen as com- 
pose your honourable body, to detect the causes of the nation- 
al calamity and degradation, and to provide and apply the 
remedy. That the causes heretofore frequently assigned are 
the true ones, we do not believe. Ifthey have any effect, as 
possibly they may, it must be extremely small and partial.— 
We humbly suggest our belief that the slavery which exists, 
and which, with gigantic strides, is gaining ground amongst 
us, is in truth, the great, efficient cause of the multiplied evils 
which we all deplore. We cannot conceive that there is any 
other cause sufficiently operative to paralyze the energies of 
a people so magnanimous, to neutralize the blessings of Pro- 
vidence included in the gift of a land so happy in its soil, its 
climate, its minerals and its waters; and to annul the mani- 
fold advantages of our republican freedom and geographical 
position, If Virginia has already ‘fallen from her high estate,’ 
and if we have assigned the true cause of her fall, it is with 
the utmost anxiety that we look to the future, to the fatal ter- 
mination of the scene. As we value our domestic happiness, 
as our hearts yearn for the prosperity of our ofispring, as we 
pray for the guardian care of the Almighty over our country, 
we earnestly enquire what shall be done to avert the impend- 
ing ruin? The efficient cause of our calamities is vigorously 
increasing in magnitude and potency, while we wake and 
while we sleep. The outlets, for draining off a portion of 
this pestiferous population of slaves, are fast closing against 
us. In the meantime our white people are removing in mul- 
titudes, to distant regions ; and those whoremain seem destin- 
ed to become martyrs to their love of Virginia, exposed to 
foreign enemies, to civil feuds, and to domestic insurrections, 
without the physical ability indispensable to their own preser- 
vation. And shall we, alas! reduce ourselves to the necessity 
of invoking aid from the north and the west? We will not 
press this appalling topic any further; but with intense solici- 
tude recommend it to the serious consideration of your hon- 
ourable body. We feel assured that in addressing men of 
such enlarged and liberal views, as we confidently ascribe to 
the members of your body, it must be unnecessary to dilate 
farther upon this mournful and most interesting subject. We 
deem it prudent, too, not to push this memorial into greater 
detail; and therefore we desist, only adding our importunate 
prayer that you may devise some constitutional provision, the 
fruit of which shall be the extermination, in due time, of the 
slavery which threatens with destruction alf that we hold dea: 
and valuable asa people. All whichis respectfully submitted. 
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VOLTAIRE AND HALYBURTON. 

* Who,” says Voltaire, ‘‘can without horror consider the 
whole world the empire of destruction! It abounds with 
wonders ; it also abounds with victims. It is a vast field of 
carnage and contagion, Every species is without pity pursu- 
ed and torn to pieces through the earth, and air, and water.— 
Ip man there is more wretchedness than in all the other ani- 
mals put together. He loves life. and yet, he knows he must 
die. Ifhe enjoys transient good, he-suffers various evils, and 
is at last devoured by worms. This knowledge ts his fatal 
prerogative : other animals have it not.--He spends the tran- 
sient moments of his existence in diffusing the miseries which 
he suffers: in cutting the throats of his fellow creatures for 
pay; in cheating and being cheated; in robbing and being 
robbed ; in serving, that he migit command, and of repenting 
ofall he does. ‘The bulk of mankind are nothing more than 
a crowd of wretches, equally criminal and unfortunate ; and 
the globe contains rather carcasses than men. I tremble at 
the review of this dreadful picture, to find that it contains a 
complaint against Providence itself; and I wish I had never 
heen born.” 

Now let us hear the language of the excellent Halyburton, 
who died as he lived, full of confidence in God :— 

“I shall shortly get a very different sight of God from what 
| have ever had, and shall be made meet to praise him forev- 
erandever, QO, the thonghts of an incarnate Deity are sweet 
and ravishing. O. how I wonder at myself that I do not love 
him more, and that I do not adore him more. What a wonder 
that I enjoy such composure under all my bodily pains, and in 
the view of death itself. What mercy that having the use of 
my reason, I can declare his goodness to my soul. | long for 
his salvation; I bless his name that I have found him, and die 
rejoicing in him. O, blessed be God that J was born! O, 
that I was where he is. | have a father and mother, and ten 
brothers and sisters. inheaven. and I shall be the eleventh. 
O, there is a telling in this Providence, and I shall be telling 
it forever. If there be such a glory in his conduct towards 
me now, what will it be (o see the Lamb in the midst of the 
throne? Blessed be God that—ever I was born.” 

Jay's Morning Exercises. 
— DI ' 


Works or Fiction.—Fully as I can enter into the works 
of fiction, I exceedingly dread their tendency. The utmost 
caution is requisite in meddling with them. The novelist I 
unequivocally proscribe, and many poets and their poems 
which are only nets to catch young minds in the maze of Sa- 
‘an. It isa maxim in regard to books, as well as companions, 


es merit Tage ae 


— 


— SON RO EET: = 





peed 











4 














191 


‘hat what does not improve, invariably injures. Few things 
in this world are merely negative and harmless. They either 
do us good, when sanctified by the Spirit, or they do us harm 
by stealing our hearts from God. Even the beauties and won- 
ders of nature, in an unsanctified mind, excite nothing beyond 
natural affections—pleasure and surprise. If Christ is not 
sought for in them, we rise no higher than mere tourists and 
rhymists and painters. Whether we eat or drink—travel or 
read—converse or philosophise—all, all must be done to the 
zlory of God. 


[ Rev. Leigh Richmond to his daughter. 





NecLecr oF READING.—Many Christian professors, to their 
shame be it spoken, neglect to inform themselves of the great 
movements of the day, though surrounded with books and pa- 
pers. 

' The common apology is, ‘I should be glad to read, I have 
not time.’ ‘This apology is seldom strictly true. If there was 
any thing like a system in the daily avocations of life, if a 
solemn sense of duty was realized as to the importance of be. 
ing informed on some of the most interesting questions in re- 
tation to the church of God, if a desire for religious knowl- 


edge was felt, and a habit of reading acquired, | think time 
would not often be wanting. 


eee ee 


War.—I have been enthusiastic and joyful as any one afte: 
a victory; but Lalso confess that the sight of a battle field 
has not only struck me with horror, but even turned me sick; 
and now that Iam advanced in life, I cannot understand any 
more than at fifteen years of age, how beings who call them- 
selves reasonable, and who have so much foresight, can em- 
ploy this short existence, not in loving and aiding each other 
in passing through it as gently as possible, but on the contra- 
ry, in endeavouring to destroy each other, as if Time did not 
himself do this with sufficient rapidity! What I thought at 
ifteen years of age, I still think,—‘war, with the pain of death 
which society draws upon itself, are but organised barbarisms, 
an inheritance of the savage state, disguised or ornamented 
as they may be by ingenious institutions and false eloquence.” 

[Louis Bonaparte. 





Anecporre.—At a meeting in one of the western towns of 
“assachusetts for the purpose of forming a Temperance Soci- 
ety, a gentleman who shall be nameless, occupied the floor for 
a time, advocating the suppressing of gross drunkenness but 
't the same time disapproving of the principles of entire ab 
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stinence, and pleading the necessity of temperate use, i. e. a 
little every day in the case of some persons. When he took 
his seat, a man more than half intoxicated, ragged, filthy, with 
a long beard, started up ina distant part of the house, and ex- 
claimed, ‘Mr. mod’rater! *Squire ———— has ’spressed my 
mind ‘xactly!’ This short speech overset the gravity of the 
assembly and the argument of Squire both together, 
and a society was formed without further difficalty on the 
principles of entire abstinence. [Andover Jour. 








Destirution ro Mrntsters—According to the last report 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, there are 
connected with that church 1,598 preachers of the gospel, and 
2,070 churches; leaving four hundred and seventy-two more 
churches than ministers. 

In the six western Synods of the Presbyterian church, there 
are 685 congregations organized and only 337 ministers. 

In the state of Ohio, there are more than 100 Presbyterian 
congregations destitute of a minister ; 100 more might be form- 
ed, if a competent ministry could be found. 

In a distance of 120 miles up the mississippi, from New Or- 
leans, in the most populous part of Louisiana, not a sermon 
was ever preached, on the Sabbath, in the English language. 

There are between two and three hundred destitute Congre- 
gational churches in Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massa- 
chusetts, and Connecticut. 

There are four hundred congregations in the German Re- 
formed Church, and but 30 ministers, and 10 students, in the 
Seminary. 

In the Philadelphia Baptist Tract Magazine, Jan, 1829, four 
thousand and fifty-six Baptist churches are reported, and two 
thousand eight hundred and twenty-two ministers, leaving 
‘welve hundred and thirty-four destitute churches. 


——— 


Btclesiastical Chronicle. 


PRESSYTERY OF CHARTIERS.—At a meeting of this Presbytery’on the 14th 
of July last, Mr. Nathaniel Ingles, was ordained to the office of the holy minis- 
ivy, with a view to his going on the Western Mission, and on the succeeding 
day, Mr. Ingles set out on bis missionary tour. On this occasion, Mr. Donan 
preached the sermon and prayed ; and Dr. Anderson delivered the Charge — 
Ata meeting of the same’ bytery, the week previous to the abovemention- 
ed date, Mr. James Templeton was licensed to preach the everlasting gospe). 





Erratum. August number, page 99, 6th line from the bottom of the page. 
for “society,” read security. 





<s 


























